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2012-01 (Jan)

PONDERINGS DEP’T
Here we go again! Seems like I just put out a
New Years issue with last years info. The nice
thing is all I have to do is cut and paste from last
year and change the dates…well maybe not, but it
is a thought.
The tall feature is E-36 added to the Scramble
format. Rules are included in this
issue…memorize them and get an E-36 ready.
You don’t necessarily have to build a new model,
reconfigure an old Coupe. The limit is a 36” span
and 120 grams. There must be something like that
in your shop.
The indoor crowd is really excited this year too.
New sites are being obtained and the Tustin
Hanger (Santa Anna, CA) has been boasting new
records. And, Brett Sanborn set a new F1D
record at the Team Selection Finals last
September at Lakehurst…way to go!

“Ma …do you remember where I put all of those
free flight models? The season is about to begin.”
Thermals!...or heat from the lights, or whatever…
Rick

NEAR TERM EVENTS:
“The MAX-OUT” newsletter is printed about the
second or third (?) week of the month.
Submissions should be not later than the end of
the prior month.
TO JOIN THE CLUB OR SUBSCRIBE
• Full membership is offered to any current
AMA member:
$40
• SAM-1 Crossover membership:
$20
• Newsletter Subscription Only:
$15
• Send $ to:
Chuck Etherington
33946 Goldfinch Dr.
Elizabeth, CO 80107-7419

MMM Club Officers and Contact List
President:
Marc Sisk

719-433-2115

Vice President:
Mel Gray

720-851-9498

Vice President At Large:
Jerry Murphy

719-685-3766

Treasurer:
Chuck Etherington

303-646-3705

PR & Indoor Coordinator:
Don DeLoach

719-578-1197

Website Coordinator:
Rick Pangell

303-499-8566

Flying Site Oversight:
Pete McQuade

719-522-1239

Newsletter & Other Stuff:
Rick Pangell

Wings Over the
Rockies Indoor
7711 E. Academy
Blvd. in the
former Lowry
AFB Denver
PPCC-Indoor
Outdoor Season

Every Third Tuesday at 7:00
PM, Dinner at the Castle
Cafe in Castle Rock.

Various Sundays of every
month from 1-5pm.
Admission Required.
See:
“www.indoorcolo.org”
for complete info
Jan 28-29, 2012
Schedule included in this
issue

NOTE: !!!!
Going to the field Monday-Friday!
Don’t forget to call the Corps of
Engineers trailer on Quincy Rd,
The number is (303) 690-3816
Motorcycle Use on the Field Policy:
•

Follow the roads wherever possible
and not to follow the planes
cross-country. If the plane lands
within walking distance of the road,
park the bike and retrieve the plane
on foot. If not, take the shortest
path possible to the plane in order
to retrieve it.

303-798-2188

Club Records Monitor:
Dave Wineland

MMM MTG!

303-798-2188

Flying Field Weather Line: 303-766-0020
PRESIDENT’S PONDERINGS

GOOD NEWS !!!!
“… I flew in the COS Auditorium at John
McGrath's "Indoor FF Night". To my
amazement and relief, all of the holes in the
ceiling have been fixed!!! We now have a
smooth ceiling with no hanging flaps to
ensnare props and planes. A great indoor site
that is now even better!!!”
Bill Leppard

some of that in 2011 which was outstanding, but I
believe that we need a focused effort. I am
looking for a few folks to lead that effort for the
club. If you are interested, please let me know.

From the Bench…..
As I write this, the MMM Annual Meeting has
just concluded and we are headed off into another
year of Free Flight in the Rocky Mountain West.
I want to thank you all for your renewed
confidence in me to lead this awesome group of
modelers for 2012. I will continue to do my best
to maintain the high standards set by those who
have led before me. Dave Wineland concluded
his two year tour as your Vice President. Mel
Gray was elected to replace Dave. Special thanks
to Dave and welcome aboard Mel! Chuck
Etherington was reelected as the Treasurer to
continue his run of excellence keeping the Club’s
finances in very good order. Pete McQuade will
continue to be MMM’s face to the State Land
Board. His leadership and communication skills
over the past several years have resulted in the
positive relationship we share with the Board and
the ability that we have and enjoy flying on such a
magnificent field. Rick Pangell continues on as
our outstanding newsletter editor. Thanks very
much gentlemen!
My goals for the club in 2011 remain for 2012.
They are to maintain the excellent stature of this
club in the FF community, to keep close watch on
our flying fields and related developments with
them, and to maintain a fiscally sound operating
budget for the club. As they have been, all of
these areas are currently in excellent shape. I
would also like to add a goal for this year. I
would like to see a more formal effort to increase
our outreach to younger folks. We accomplished

For 2012, we will continue the monthly Scramble
event as well as our two large annual events. As
mentioned in the Annual Meeting, internal
planning and recent developments have landed us
a FAI World Cup sanction. This will be added to
our 14 Round FAI Annual this year in July.
Through this effort, we hope to attract more FAI
competitors as well as offering another location in
the U.S. for folks to compete. As the CDs, Jerry
and I will ensure that the club is prepared for
success. We also have put our name in the hat to
be considered for an additional America’s Cup
sanction. If approved, we will initially add this to
the Rocky Mountain Free Flight Championships
over the Labor Day weekend. Once the Club has
experience under its belt running a World Cup
event, we will move that sanction to the FAI
Annual. These events will require the entire club
to pitch in to make them successful. Please plan
on helping out and step up when asked by the CDs
for these large events. Let’s continue the legacy
of this club as one of the best! As I have stated in
the past, first impressions go a long way.
At the Annual Meeting, Don DeLoach provided
an introduction to electric flying basics. Randy
Reynolds then introduced a suggestion for another
special event for the club. Randy felt that since
the club had several folks flying electric during
the last few months of the 2011 flying season,
why not have a special event for 2012 to take
advantage of it and to encourage others to try it.
The club embraced this idea and it will be added
as a special event flown at the monthly Scrambles,
the FAI Annual and culminating at the Rocky
Mountain Free Flight Champs.
As a true highlight to the Annual Meeting, I must
mention the awards that Randy prepared for the
2011 Scramble recipients. The photo plaques for
1st thru 3rd had some outstanding photos in them
and the perpetual trophy for the winner was a true
masterpiece. Thanks Randy!
I recently attended the SAM-1 Annual Meeting.
These are some great gentlemen. They voted on
their flying season calendar and the dates will line
up with our Scramble events. I encourage all of
us to take advantage of that.

In closing, it is an honor to serve you all again this
year. I am thrilled with the way this club operates
and am looking forward to all the great things that
we will surely accomplish in 2012. As always,
our flying field is one of our most prized

possessions. Please treat it that way and be
responsible and safe when using it. See you on
the field.
Marc

Magnificent Mountain Men Annual Meeting
Dec 10, 2011
22 people were in attendance
It’s been a great year. First and foremost, thanks to Rick and Cindy Pangell for hosting the meeting and
providing snacks and beverages.
MMM 2011 Year in Review – Marc Sisk
Detailed review of the year’s activities. Since not all members had been involved in all the club activities,
this review brings everyone up to date.
MMM Finances – Chuck Etherington
Chuck gave a financial report referencing the handout entitled “statement of finances.” SAM1 President
Duane Hjerleid advised that SAM1 camping fees (required by the State Land Board) would be determined at
the club meeting on Sat Dec 17. Following that meeting, the MMM club will also be reimbursed for
SAM1’s share of the 2011 field maintenance costs.
Membership Dues – Marc Sisk
The club membership voted to retain full club dues at $40/yr (crossover from SAM1 $20, MaxOut
subscription $15).
Lowry Field Status – Pete McQuade
Among other things, Pete reported that Colorado State Land Board representative Mindy Gottsegen’s visit to
our Nov contest was a great success and she came away with a very favorable impression of our activity.
She advised that although the land board could only offer us a year-to-year lease, she could renew our next
one early (locking it in) rather than waiting until spring. In the future the oil & gas drillers could conceivably
want to drill on or near our hill (displacing us to a different part of the Lowry range) but so far there has been
no evidence of that. Mindy met Jace Pivonka and identified him as an example of youth outreach by our
club. We can expect routine increases in field lease and weed control costs but only marginal. Mindy’s
overarching advice was for us to stay close to the hunt club. It was good to hear her perspective on how
much influence their political and financial clout has over the Lowry Range decision makers.
Lowry Field Lease/Other Cost Sharing (MMM/SAM1) – Marc Sisk/Duane Hjerleid
Marc and Duane agreed upon continuing the field expense concept we used in 2011. Field lease and field
maintenance costs will be borne by each club as a function of membership numbers.
Edwards Field Status – Marc Sisk
A new lease was signed with Harley Edwards. The lease and land use agreements remain the same as 2011.
US Air Force Academy (USAFA) Indoor Flying Status – Pete McQuade
The Air Force Academy would like our involvement in a K-12 youth outreach program they are developing.
It is envisioned that our help would be in the form of classroom assistance and some funding may be
available. In addition to enhancing our own outreach program, we would be granted access to the USAFA
Field House for flying. Pete is working through Billy Crisler who is in charge of the USAFA's outreach
program for all of Colorado, and Steve Brandt, Billy's Department Head in the Aeronautics Dept.

MMM World Cup Event – Marc Sisk/Chuck Etherington
Marc announced that the MMM Club had been granted a World Cup sanction for 2012. Chuck gave a brief
explanation of what World Cup contests are and how they fit into CIAM and FAI. CIAM approval of the
third World cup contest (for non-European countries) opened the door for the MMM Club to make a
proposal and submit a sanction application. The World Cup designation will be added to the 14-Rounder in
July.
MMM Outreach – Marc Sisk
• Wings Over The Rockies (WOTR) Modeling Expo will be held 25 Feb 2012. The MMM Club will
be participating with a display table and models. The following members volunteered to participate:
Don DeLoach, Mel Gray, Jerry Murphy, Bill Lovins, Ray Boyd, Rick Pangell, Roland Solomon,
Jace Pivonka, Pete McQuade, Jim Wilson, Marc Sisk, and Bob Miller. A list of models needed and a
sign up will be sent out as the event draws closer.
• Pueblo Weisbrod Aircraft Museum will feature an Armed Forces Day event on May 19, 2012. The
MMM Club will be participating with a display table and models.
• Delta Dart Building Programs were discussed including Jerry Murphy’s event this year and the
Elbert County Mentor Program event in Kiowa a few years ago.
• Special needs kids event was discussed and Marc asked Pete if he would be involved. Two more
people will be needed to move the program forward. Chuck will contact the organization that
promotes such events.
• Contest/event schedule for 2012 was worked out and is published elsewhere in this newsletter.
• Other Topic Discussion – Marc Sisk/Don DeLoach/Randy Reynolds
• Using commercial sponsors vs. club member donations for the RMFFC raffle was evaluated. Marc
compiled a list of possible sponsors and more discussion is needed.
• E-36 Event discussion by Don DeLoach and Randy Reynolds. Using his model for demonstration,
Don presented the E-36 rules, getting started, flying the event, and leading the way into the future of
electric FF power models. Todd Reynolds’ E-36 was passed around during the discussion. Randy
presented a proposal for an E-36 special event in 2012 (published elsewhere in this newsletter). The
response was overwhelmingly positive.
Election of 2012 officers – Marc Sisk
President - Marc Sisk
Vice-President – Mel Gray
Sec/Treas – Chuck Etherington
Lastly, thanks to Don DeLoach for bringing all the models and setting up the silent auction. Three of the
models were from Jim Taylor (SWAT Club), Albuquerque, NM. The rest were from the estate of the late Art
Gunette, Oakland Cloud Dusters. Norm Smith came to our 14-Rounder and very kindly hauled the models
all the way from CA. The MMM Club took in $145.

From:The Newsletter of the Mid-Hudson Modelmasters
Ed: Barry Knickerbocker,
E-Calc - The following page has something that needs to be looked at. For E36, there are MANY
different components out there which maybe or maybe not be used together. I didn’t know and was
trying to figure them out, then this came along. So far, what we have to go on is what the
successful guys are doing and of course we imitate them. But what if those components aren’t
available? This is a good article and link.

THE NEW ECalc = ELECTRIC FLIGHT
HARDWARE SELECTION MADE EASY!
Here’s how to select the right combination of electric motor, propeller, and battery pack for your
airplane. This is especially useful if you are converting a gas or rubber powered model and are groping
in the dark for the right power combination. Or, perhaps, you want vertical climb on your new “Hardly
Able” ARF. Using the ECalc computer program, you can experiment on the computer and save a lot of
$$$ and smelly burnt-up motors, controllers, and battery packs.
The original ECalc was marketed by Hobby-Lobby and sold for about $35. That was very cheap in
its day compared to the cost of buying different components to experiment with. Early electric flight
enthusiasts dealt with marginal performance and failure more often than success. The original ECalc
virtually guaranteed success. It had a library of
available motors, props and battery packs – mostly
brushed motors, gas-engine props, and NiCad
batteries – that you could apply to your model and
the program would then calculate the performance.
All of the trial and error experimenting was done on
the computer.
Today, with countless brushless motors, LiPo
batteries, and high-efficiency E-Props to be added
to the library of available components, I decided to
buy myself an updated new copy of ECalc. To my
surprise, I found that, for non-commercial use, it is
now a free online calculator on the internet. It has a
new look and a lot of added features. In addition to
airplanes, you can use ECalc to size electric power systems for ducted fans, helicopters, multicopters,
and cars. I’ve just scratched the surface with it, but I am already convinced that it is a “must-use” tool
for the electric flyer. Check it out at http://www.ecalc.ch/ and see for yourself. It’s free, but you can
express your thanks by making a donation. At right and below are a couple of clips from the computer
screen.
Jesse (Who’s motto is “Calculate, and fry not.”)

2012 MMM CONTEST SCHEDULE

PASTE THIS UP IN A PROMINENT PLACE IN YOUR HOME
CONTEST
MMM Indoor PPCC
Wings Over the Rockies
Museum
Winter Coupe Contest
April Scramble
Weisbrod Museum
May Scramble
NATS Indoor
June Scramble
FAI Annual
FAC NATS

DATE
28‐29 Jan

NOTES
COS City Auditorium

Don DeLoach and Todd Reynolds

25‐Feb

MMM Display

Coordinator: Chuck Etherington

Sometime in Lowry Field. Date depends on
Winter
weather.
15‐Apr
19‐May
MMM Display
20‐May
23‐27 May
Johnson City
10‐Jun
13‐15 Jul
World Cup
18‐21 Jul
Geneseo

July Scramble

29‐Jul

Late Contest: 0900 ‐ Sunset.

NATS Outdoor
SAM‐1 Memorial
Aug Scramble
RMFFC/Dynasty
Cup/Rocky Mtn FAC
Scramble
Cloud Climbers Annual
SAM Champs
Sep Scramble
Marion Cup
Oct Scramble

6‐10 Aug
18‐19 Aug
19‐Aug

Muncie

Nov Scramble

4‐Nov

MMM Indoor
Annual Meeting

Nov TBD
8‐Dec

Coordinator: Don DeLoach
Rick Pangell
Coordinator: Marc Sisk
Roland Soloman
Darold Jones
Jerry Murphy and Marc Sisk
Pete McQuade
Duane Hjerleid
Todd Reynolds

1‐3 Sep
Sep TBD
10‐14 Sep
16‐Sep
6‐7 Oct
14‐Oct

CD

Don DeLoach and Chuck Etherington

Muncie
Jackson Ivey

Marion, KS
Mel Gray

Daylight Savings Time Ends.
7TH ANNUAL FRITO PIE
CONTEST

Dave Wineland
TBD

Magnificent Mountain Men
2012 E-36 Special Event
MMM will host a special event in 2012 for E-36. This event will run concurrent with the
Scramble. A contestant would fly in the Scramble and his scores would also be tabulated in the
2012 E-36 special event.
We will run the best five out of six contests (five Monthly Scrambles and the FAI Annual) leading
up to the RMC where we will have a “finals” with the top three placings receiving bonus points.
The winner and top two places would receive merchandise prizes and a trophy. Awards will be
presented at the MMM Annual Meeting.

Basic E-36 rules are as follows:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Wingspan is limited to 36”
Weight must be at least 120 grams
No auto surfaces
Battery is limited to 2 cell lithium or 6 cells Ni-cad
Maxes are two minutes
Motor runs are:
o Scramble - 3x15 seconds. Continue at 15 Seconds until drop.
o FAI Annual and RMC - If maxed out after 3x15 seconds, then a flyoff of 10
seconds, then all other flyoffs at 5 seconds until max is not achieved.

The Magnificent Mountain Men Proudly Bring You

Pikes Peak Ceiling Climb VI
Indoor Model Airplane Contest

January 28-29, 2012
AMA Sanctioned Class AA

Flying site is the historic Colorado Springs City Auditorium, downtown,
corner of Weber and Kiowa Streets – 37 foot (peak) smooth ceiling

Flying Hours: 9:00 a.m to 5:00 p.m.
Practice & fun flying during the contest is permitted but official flights
always have right-of-way. Please exercise courtesy and common sense.
Schedule (subject to change per demand for airspace)
9:00 a.m. – 11:30 p.m.

GLIDERS ONLY
Hand Launched Glider, Unlimited Catapult Glider, Standard Catapult Glider,
Absolutely no glider flying after 11:30 a.m.

11:30 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

HEAVYWEIGHTS (models heavier than 2 grams, and LIGHTWEIGHTS at your own
risk)
FAC Peanut Scale, FAC No-Cal Scale, P-24, Limited Pennyplane, Open
Pennyplane/F1M combined, WWII No-Cal combat

1:00 p.m. Sunday

WWII No-cal combat! All FAC rules apply plus 7” max prop diameter and
minimum empty weight of 6.2 grams. Models must have correct color and
markings and must have armament. Combat aircraft only. 2 rounds minimum.

2:00 – 5:00 p.m.

LIGHTWEIGHTS ONLY (models not more than 2 grams)
FIL, Easy B, Ministick, A-6, F1D (regional qualifier)

5:30 p.m. Sunday

Informal group dinner – restaurant near the Aud.

*Flown to current Science Olympiad rules.
**Any indoor rubber powered model; Juniors only (15 and under)
The Fine Print:
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Contest director: Don DeLoach, ddeloach@comcast.net 719-964-7117.
Link to AMA rules: http://www.modelaircraft.org/templates/ama/PDF-files/Rulebook/indorff.pdf.
Link to FAC rules: http://www.flyingacesclub.com/1213facrules8.pdf
Entry fee: Open: $30 unlimited events - 2 days; $20 - 1 day. Junior/Senior: $10/7 – 1/2 days.
“Colorado Cup” Grand Champ Trophy to highest scorer in up to 5 pre-selected events (at least 1 of the 5 must be a
glider event, otherwise you may choose only 4 rubber events). 5-4-3-2-1 points for 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th place; 1 point
deducted for each person fewer than 5 in an event. Minimum 3, 2 points for 1st, 2nd in an event, even if only
one/two entered.
Complete your flights on either/both days. No need to finish on same day started.
Tables and chairs provided on site.
Nearby Hotels: Clarion Inn (1/4 mile) 719-471-8680; Econolodge (1/2 mile) 719- 636-3385.
Sorry, no RC flying.

THE ULTIMATE DIGITAL METER FOR ELECTRIC FLIGHT?
Well, "ultimate" is relative to past and present. On one of my first assignments at GE as a young
engineer, I had command of a system that included the (then) ultimate digital meter, which, in
1958, cost about $3,000, mounted in a rack, weighed about 40 pounds, displayed the data on a line
of round "nixie" tubes, and generated enough heat to keep the lab warm.
Until last Monday, the little digital multimeters that cost less
than $25 were the "ultimate" for current and voltage
measurements that are often required for a modeler to be
successful with electric powered flight. I always have one in
my LiPo carrying box to make sure it's out at the field when I
need it. With these little jewels, measuring voltage and
continuity is easy, but measuring current is a bit
cumbersome.
At Monday's Mid-Hudson R/C meeting, Lloyd Quick -- ever
on the leading edge of the search for useful stuff -- showed
what he described as a Sears Craftsman clip-on current
meter, selling for about $60. Its unique feature, relative to
the clip-on ammeters that have been available for years, is
that it can measure DC current. Virtually all of the other clipon ammeters on the market are for AC only. Just snap
the jaws (iron sensing loop) around one of the battery wires,
and you can read the current
Lloyd mentioned that it does more than just current
measurement, but, now that I have gone out and bought
one, I am really impressed with the versatility of this meter.
It is really a modern digital multimeter with all the standard
functions plus temperature and frequency measurement
capability as well as the clamp-on DC/AC current sensing.
To my surprise, a thermocouple for temperature
measurement is included, in addition to standard test leads
and a carrying case.

Sears 34-82369 AC/DC "Clamp Meter"

If you want to wait a while, there will no doubt be a new "ultimate" meter that makes this one
obsolete! I chose not to wait -- this is just right. Check it out. Just what we need for electric model
flight. It is Sears Craftsman item 34-82369, and is shown in the photo. Maybe Santa Clause will get
one for you.

Jesse
Tips and Tricks from the “AMA Insider”
Get Clean!
If you forget to use a barrier cream or latex gloves to prevent your hands from getting sticky
when using epoxy, don’t use alcohol, acetone, or other solvents to clean them. Besides being
harsh on your skin, those chemicals always leave a sticky residue no matter how many times
you wipe your hands.
Instead use hand lotion to remove the epoxy residue. Just wash your hands with the lotion,
rinse it off and the wash again with regular hand soap. It works like a charm and your hands
will smell great! —from Allen Rice, Boca Raton, Florida

IF YOU HAVEN’T PAID YOUR DUES YET OR WANT TO BE A MEMBER:
JOIN THE MAGNIFICENT MOUNTAIN MEN FREE FLIGHT CLUB HERE
NAME

AMA NO

STREET ADDRESS
CITY/STATE
______

ZIP

PHONE (HM)
DESIRED STATUS:
(CHECK ONE)

(WK)
MEMBER

HARDCOPY NEWSLETTER ONLY

________

EMAIL
2012 DUES:
2012 RATE:

SEND THIS FORM AND CHECK PAYABLE TO:
C/O:

$40.00 includes Newsletter
($20.00 SAM crossover member)
(Under 16 yrs. old – FREE!)
$15.00 PER YEAR

MMM CLUB
CHUCK ETHERINGTON

33946 GOLDFINCH DR.,
ELIZABETH, CO
80107

News Note: MMM Now accepts "PAYPAL" for Dues, Contest Entry Fees, Etc !!
•
•
•
•
•

Simply Log in to paypal.com (or create your own 'PAYPAL" account if you want)
Click on “Send Money” in the upper menu bar
In the “To” block, type in mmmffclub@gmail.com, the amount, and click the button
“Services”
In the next form where you confirm payment, in the Lower “Subject” and “Message” boxes
state what the money is for… annual dues, entry fees and such.
When pre-entering a contest that needs event selection or similar, you still need to send in
the pre-registration form to the Contest Directors
Note, Paypal does charge a fee for this service so a check is preferred, but for your
convenience you can use paypal and maybe add an extra buck to help us out?

FREE FLIGHT WITH AN ALTITUDE!
UPCOMING EVENTS
EVENT

NOTES:

MMM Indoor PPCC
Wings Over the
Rockies Museum

28-29 Jan

COS City Auditorium

25-Feb

MMM Display

Winter Coupe Contest

Sometime in Winter

Lowry Field. Date
depends on weather.

IF THIS BOX IS CHECKED, THIS IS YOUR
LAST ISSUE UNTIL YOU PAY YOUR DUES!

DATE

9

