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Meeting - September 11 7:00pm Room 10
Contest - September 16 7:00am Eloy

NEXT MEETING

NEXT CONTEST

Tuesday September 11th 2012

Fall Kick-off

07:00 PM

Room 10

Granite Reef Senior Center
1700 N. Granite Reef Rd.

Visitors Welcome

CLUB OFFICERS
President:
Vice President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Newsletter Editor:
Webmaster:

Sunday September. 16 th 2012
WEBSTER FIELD – ELOY

AMA membership required for
competitors

Visitors Welcome

Elmer Nelson (480)-460-1366
Tom Gaylor (480)-892-0338
Bill Sewell
(623)-551-8678
Elmer Nelson
Bruce Grawburg (602)-978-4215
bgfalcon89@cox.net
Alan Petersen
alan@apetersenpaintings.com

Flying Aces Squadron #72 flying site
W Broadway Rd & S Airport Rd, Buckeye (NW corner)
22.5 miles (25 minutes) west of I-17 exit 120 then go south 3.7 miles

Available for PMAC rubber powered use ( NO POWER or ELECTRIC allowed )

Cover Photo : The flight that set the hook — Bruce Grawburg launches the Kansas Wakefield
Champion built by Marv Bashaw who is mentoring and timing. Bill Sewell photo.

As you know, the SWR Committee has been
evaluating alternative flying sites for our
contests. Until crops were planted on three
sides of our present field, we enjoyed one of
the premier sites in the nation. Our search
encompassed the area bounded by I-10
along the north edge, as far east as 11 Mile
Corner Rd, west beyond Sun Land Gin Road,
and south to Harmon Rd. These boundaries
encompass about 50 square miles. We used
Google Earth to find possible areas,
searched the prescribed areas by car, and
drove on every field that looked possibly acceptable. We also did a section by section
(one square mile) search of Pinal County
property records to learn who owned what.
One interesting finding is that a great share
of this large area is owned by large investment groups who are holding the property
for speculation. Some of the “possible” sections also had as many as 20 different ownership groups. Our conclusion was not a
great surprise, trying to negotiate an agreement with multiple ownership groups would
be next to impossible and there simply wasn’t an area that was any better than what
we currently have. We then turned to our
good friend who has allowed us to use his
land for many years. He has lived in the
area all his life and knows it like the back of
his hand. He recently leased the one square
mile section immediately north and adjacent
to our current site and suggested we could
add that to what we now have access to.
With this piece added to what we now fly
on, our field is now bounded by Phillips Rd
on the north, Toltec Rd on the east, Kenyon
Rd on the south (the ditch we have bridges
over) and Toltec Buttes Rd on the west (the
concrete lined canal). That gives us a field
that is 1.5 miles north to south and 1.0 miles
deep east to west.

It is not perfect by any means. The new
area has a lot weeds growing on the west
end of it. There is a defunct irrigation canal
that we will have to build bridges over, the
small forest on the north edge of our original
area is still a problem and we cannot ride
our chase bikes onto the planted farm land.
Still, with planning and work we have
workable flying area. From the north field,
we can chase models west to Sun Land Gin
Rd and east for a good 0.5 miles beyond
Toltec Rd. Also, we can chase to the northwest, north and northeast after crossing
Phillips Rd. The section immediately north is
where our old flying site is located. Put on
your thinking caps as you start flying from
the new area. I’m sure there are problems
we will need to address.
The SWR Committee members include Al
Lidberg, President, Peter Brocks, Tom Gaylor,
Hermann Andresen and me. We would like
to thank Dick Nelson and Dick Wood for
their assistance in this search.
Let’s go fly!
Elmer

Search Expedition

Tom Gaylor Photo

Congratulations to Peter Brocks for
placing in the F1E competition.
Photos by Bridgette Brocks
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2
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This is the spreadsheet I am using to help align the content of the newsletter with the type of flying taking place at the Eloy contests. Soon I will also include the current year flying data to make this a bit
more “real-time”. I am not counting the contest reports or general news as content because of their
generic nature. I hope to make sure that the “extra” stuff matches the club’s demonstrated interests.
Since I have not had any experience with power models since my Goldberg 1/2A Blazer left with the
timer not activated 45 years ago, I could use some good power related content from you power flyers
in order to get on track with the metric. Thanks
The editor

May 2008
Elmer Nelson

SWR 2010
Jean Andrews

http://www.pensacolafreeflight.org/page5/assets/PliersWireBending.pdf

Dying 1/4 mill mylar is not for the faint of heart. You
will need a crock pot, the larger the better but not
one you cook with, and some dye. I have not had
any luck with Rit dyes. You really need to use a dye
made for dying polyester. The ones I can recommend are the iDye Poly dyes by Jacquard. They
have a limited color selection. You can find them at
most better art supply stores. The other is from a
small dye and stain company in New York City
called ALJO Mfg Co. They have a web site at
www.aljodye.com but the colors shown are not all
they have in the polyester dyes. The price list for
the polyester dyes show more of the color numbers. The stab for my P-30 was dyed with their Poly
Neon Orange #4000 (see attached pixs) and you

can order it in 1/2 oz packages. This is a small family company so email them with the colors you think
you want to use and ask them to recommend the
ones that are the most brilliant or fluorescent and
ask them to recommend bright ones. When I
walked into their factory, just off Canal Street, they
had never heard of free flight flying but they were
great help. They have a big color selection. You
also need to had some polydeveloper. It comes
with the iDye Poly but you need to buy some from
ALJO. See the web site.
One of the problems with dying 1/4 mill Mylar is
when it gets wet and cooks for a while it tends to
stick to itself if the Mylar sheet overlaps itself. You
are generally not be able to to get this out of the
sheet without tearing at the crease. To reduce this
possibility you need to cut the Mylar to very close to
the size you will be using to cover a specific part,
eg. bottom of stab, top inner section of wing, etc.
with enough overlap to enable you to handle the
Mylar in covering. Do not try to work with big
pieces. I then lay out a double layer of cheese cloth
and then lay the Mylar on top of the cheese
cloth. Very loosely roll the cheese cloth up. Not too
tight or the dye will not get to all surfaces or you
may get a faint image of the cheese cloth on the
Mylar. Make sure the Mylar on each layer does not
crease or overlap itself. Now put that in the crock
pot and cook it for 8 to 10 hours at med or

high. You will need to be very near boiling. Put
something on the rolls to keep them under the dye
surface and add water if the level drops. I use some
aluminum gallery mesh I got at Blicks. Stir and turn
the cheese cloth rolls often and try to rotate them 90
degrees each time. If the rolls flatten out for many
hours the Mylar may have uneven coloring.
When your remove the cheese cloth rolls from the
dye rinse them gently in water and then roll them
out on clean newsprint. Not yesterdays newspaper. Buy a tablet of 18" x 24" newsprint at your art
supply store and tear out sheet of nice clean newsprint to use over yesterdays newspaper. Use 4 or 5
sheets to absorb the excess dye. You will need to
be careful rolling out the cheese cloth to make sure
the Mylar roll out evenly also. When most of the excess dye is absorbed I lay the strip of cheese cloth
strip with the Mylar still on it in the bathtub and use
a large cup to gently wash the Mylar with clean water. Wash lots. Then hang the strip up to dry. You
still need to make sure the Mylar does not flop over
on itself. You can weigh the bottom of the strip with
cloths pins to keep it hanging straight but use your
fingers to immediately take out and curling of the
edges on itself. The Mylar will dry quickly.
Mixing the dye. I have a 3 qt. crock pot and I wish it
were larger. I mix the entire 1/2 oz or 14 gram
packet up with enough Hot water to fill the crock pot
to the top. You will need to add the polydeveloper
that comes with the iDye Poly or that you buy from
ALJO with the dye. This developer helps the dye
penetrate the polyester. USE IT. Mix the dye
well. If you have some undissolved dye on the bottom of the crock pot this will generally not come into
contact with the cheese cloth rolls because they
float. Do not cook the Mylar for more than 15
hours. If you do you may get a mottled layer of dye
material on the Mylar. It is difficult to impossible to
remove. I found this particularly with the black dye
but this may just be because of the dye stuffs that
make black. I have not had this problem so much
with other dye colors.
Is it worth it? Who knows but you will probably try it
at least once.
Hope this helps.
Tom Juell
New York City

Thanks to Al Lidberg

Source: "Fighters of the United State Air Force - From World War I Pursuits to the F-117" by Robert F.Dorr and David
Donald, Temple Press/Aerospace Hamlyn Publishing Group, The Hamlyn Publishing Group, Michelin House, 81 Fulham Road, London SW3 6RB
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42nd U.S. Free Flight Championships Lost Hills, California
September 21,22,23 2012 Contact: Ted Firster 951-776-4971 or cell 951-830-0414

Contest Directors
Contest Classification

Nat'l Cup
President's
Cup
Sunday
2/19/2012

Nat'l Cup
St Patty's
Bash
Saturday
3/17/2012

Nat'l Cup
I-10
Challenge
Sunday
4/22/2012

Nat'l Cup

Saturday
5/19/2012

Nat'l Cup
Fall
Kick-off
Sunday
9/16/2012

Lichtenberge
A

Ralph Hotz
A

Gaylor
A

Werner
A

D. Nelson
A

Hot Stuff

Nat'l Cup
Nat'l Cup
Ghost
Armed Forces
Riders
Memorial
Saturday
Sunday
10/20/2012 11/11/2012
Loeffler
A

Andrews
A

America & National Cup
Arizona Free Flight
Championships
Saturday
Sunday
12/1/2012
12/2/2012
E.Nelson/ Burros
AA
AA

Note: All one day contests will be flown in combined categories. Anything you bring to the field can be flown in one of 6 categories
*For national cup points, junior AMA & Classic 1/2A Gas are combined

