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Eugene Evenson

twenties flying rubber-powered models. I was
hooked.

Whenever the term “master-builder” is
mentioned, the name Gene Evenson comes to
mind. This man’s craftsmanship set a standard
to which the rest of us could only aspire but
never quite equal. Not only did he show us how
to build but Gene had an eye for design that only
a luck few in this world possess. His designs
ranged from simple freeflight models to a
beautiful R/C seaplane. Gene was the master of
fiberglass layup techniques with his cowls,
fairings, fuselages and fittings being true works
of art. We all marveled at his skill and his striving
for perfection.
Gene was also a gentle and kind man with a
ready smile. His pleasant and soft-spoken
demeanor was his trademark and we all felt
honored to call him friend.
Gene was one of the first to submit his
autobiography for our newsletter and it is
reprinted here.

AUTOBIOGRAPHY
Eugene Evenson

Designer and Builder in Sport Flying Model Airplanes

Starting in the late twenties I was just another
youthful “Lindy”, (Charles A. Lindberg) like many
other boys dreaming about flying airplanes.
Carving solid models was my entry into the world
of model airplanes. The third attempt was a real
success and how proud I was of my creation
until disaster struck. My cousin, who was
younger than I, came to visit one day. Why he
decided to destroy my model I’ll never know but
boy did I get even. I wrestled him to the floor and
shoved model airplane glue up his nostrils. You
have never heard such screaming in all your life.
Well, I was grounded as they say today. That
was almost the end of my modeling.
Several years later I was visiting another cousin
who lived next to a very large field. Low and
behold, there were several fellows in their early

They informed me that a model shop existed in
the YMCA. I was a member of the Y, but never
took note of the other activities around me other
than swimming. Flying and building model
airplanes took over from there, both indoor and
outdoor. Did we know or have any idea of how to
trim a model? Not really. The older fellows went
off to college and took their knowledge with
them!
My father owned several gas stations along with
his automobile business. The station sold
SKELLY gas. You guessed it – JIMMY ALLEN!
Did I get the kits free? NOT! I had some success
with them but was limited to hand winding.
When the internal combustion model engine
appeared on the scene things really took off in a
big way. In town, the local magazine store was
the first to carry model paraphernalia. Then the
sporting goods store got into the act.
The effect of the depression in the thirties still
lingered on. To purchase a model engine was
only a dream. I did have a magazine and paper
route but without the help of my mother, the
purchase of a Brown Junior engine was out of
sight. To make it short, my father was busy
making ends meet with a family of six. He did,
however, introduce me to what is known today
as Little League Baseball.
Someone from the church informed my mother
that a young fellow in his mid-twenties named
Virgil Christiansen had knowledge of model
airplanes. The two of us had some success with
a model called the TD Coupe an also a Curtiss
Robin. During this timeframe, seven local
modelers including myself formed a club known
as the circle seven in Fort Dodge, Iowa. (The
club letterhead gave us discount prices).
The next project was a Brown powered eight foot
EHLING. The model was underpowered, but I
did take a first place with it in the Junior class.
You may ask, how could this happen? Well, it
was like this; holding onto the wingtip, (legal in
those days), I ran with the model, launching it
into the wind from the top of a long sloping hill.

With thermal activity present the model just
weather-vaned and hung there while I jumped up
and down for joy. The Zipper fellows just
frowned. This was my only real success in
contest flying before the war clouds appeared
over Europe. My first place prize was a Custom
Ohlsson 60. The Ohlsson was eventually
mounted in a Sailplane and I put several flights
on it before going into the Army Air Corps.

more durable models. These included a Kaos
with a fiberglass fuselage and military markings,
a biplane called the “Hot Spark”, a twin boom
military pusher fighter called the “Cobra” and a
seaplane called “The Mermaid”.
All of my antique and OT free flight models have
custom fiberglass cowlings. These models and
the R/C ones have been shown at the Northwest
Model Expo.

While in the service I read all the information on
model designs that I could get my hands on.
From a rough drawing I had made in the forties I
evolved the High Altitude free flight model. Most
model designers of the late thirties and early
forties worked with curved lines and elliptical
shapes. I chose straight lines with a “forward”
look. The first prototype had a square fuselage
cross-section, later changed to an oval or egg
shape. It was originally powered with a Brown
Junior and it had a built-up balsa cowling. In
1955 the balsa cowling was used as a plug to
make a fiberglass mold. The model incorporates
a triangle socket landing gear mount, which is an
easy way to remove the gear if it becomes bent.
Just remove the bolt, which holds the plywood
triangle piece and the gear will fall free. In the
70’s and 80’s two models were built from these
plans, one R/C and one F/F; both had fuselage
skins pre-bent over a male mold. With the skins
still on the mold, they were covered with one
layer of 1.5 oz. Fiberglass cloth and epoxy resin.
This produced a light-weight skin true in contour
and very tough. The windshields were also prebent on a male mold. High Altitude now comes
under SAM F/F special event rules and “Old
Ruler”.
After World War ll I settled down in the Pacific
Northwest. Here I met several fellows interested
in free flight. We flew Models on the flats east of
Everett, Washington.

Construction of the RG SAM 8 backdrop panels
for the Expo was a gratifying project. Everyone
enjoys the cumulus clouds and blue sky. The
club frequency carousel was somewhat of a
challenge however.
For over twenty-five years now I have enjoyed a
great sport and wonderful friends with the RG
SAM 8.

Gene launches his “High-Altitude” design.

How I came to know about the Really Great SAM
8 was through a fellow worker at Boeing Co. He
invited me down to Hart’s Lake Prairie. The rest
is history.
In R/C, I never got into pattern competition. It
was always fun-fly for me. I have designed and
built many models, which I categorize as
“Novelty”. Utilizing high-tech material, such as
fiberglass and other composites, I constructed

Gene’s “Mermaid”

Minutes of the SAM 8 Meeting of July 11, 2013
President Steve Dona brought the meeting to order at
precisely 12:00 with his version of the Crosetto opening.
It was his sad duty to inform the group of the passing of
Eugene Evenson. Gene was one of the older members of
the group and had been with the club since the 70’s. He
was a very good craftsman and his models showed it. He
will be missed by all of us.
Steve informed us that the June meeting of the Finn Hill
Aviation Days was a great success. Since the May event
notice did not get out in time Steve took it upon himself
to get posters to the school and make sure that the event
was mentioned every morning on the PA system. The
turnout was great! There was some extra time allowed by
the school so the event started at noon and did not end
till after 7:00. Most of the ROG kits that David Higgins put
together were either completed or built and most flew
pretty well. The idea of model competition was
introduced to the attendees and prizes were offered that
were donated by John Kamla. Steve is attempting to get
information about the event into the NFFS Digest with
pictures.

Steve went over some the details of the covering session
that took place at his house on Saturday the 29th. This is
another one of the successful sessions that Steve has held
at his house to encourage members to get more building
done. The turnout was very good nd there were enough
nitrate fumes around to satisfy even the most dedicated
modeler. Steve brought two of the models he covered at
the session and Dave Cassell brought his Zeek wing and
stab that was covered at the session. All looked great and
the event was deemed a great success.
Steve reviewed the status of our effort to get back onto
JBLM Training area 14, known to all of us as Harts Lake
Prairie. The status has not changed much as we are on a
list of groups that are in the process of being approved for
access to the field. We have passed the first hurdle and
now it is on to the next. Steve did get a person to agree
to meet us and walk the site this summer. You know
about government time lines.
Steve also mentioned that he and Dave Cassell are looking
in to a field near Snohomish that is used by local dog clubs
to see if access can be obtained. It is not real big but
would provide another place for testing.
The plans are being formed to take a van to Albany for the
first WMC contest on August 24 & 25. There will possibly

be a trailer involved to carry support equipment. Several
things will change from last year and the most important
is that there will be only a small number of pickup points.
Last year it took almost the entire day to just pick up the
riders and their gear. There will be a lot more detail
discussed and decided at the next meeting on August 8.
Make your plans and be there so your input can be
considered.
The auction consisted of the some of the material from
the Nordlund estate that was originally retained by Don’s
son Mark.. Dave Gardner also brought four models to
sell, one that was built by John Crosetto I believe. It was
all sold expeditiously by our auctioneer emeritus, Bob
Einhaus.
Steve closed the meeting at 1:15.
Minutes of the SAM 8 Meeting of 8 August 2013
President Steve Dona opened the meeting at 12 noon
with his version of the infamous Crosetto opening remark.
He is getting pretty good at it but there is a ways to go
yet. The attendance was a little light with only 26
attending. It must be vacation time or something.
Steve discussed the possibility of having a Zipper
revolution at the WMC contest. It turns out that there are
4 or 5 Zippers in the club that are near ready to go. It
would be great to see them all flying at the WMC contest.
Steve went over some of the history of the Zipper and
how it came to be.
Not much has changed at JBLM and our efforts to get
access. We are waiting for the Army to finish reviews and
approvals. The field offered by the Army is not really big
enough to do much so Steve is going back to them to ask
for another field.
Steve and David Cassell have been working on getting
access to a field near Snohomish for some small field
flying and some testing. The owner wants some money
(not unexpected) and details are being worked out. The
field is about 20 acres and has a river and trees on 3 sides.
A motion was made and seconded to see if $600 can be
used to gain access for enough members to make it
worthwhile.. The motion passed. The initial pass holders
will be Dave Higgins, Neil Householder and Dave Cassell.
Details were worked out for the Party Van going to the
WMC contest on August 24 & 25. David King will drive the
van once again and arrangements seem to be finalized.
Steve got a count of those that would like to have

breakfast with him and Jon at the field. Last year’s
breakfast was impromptu but turned out great. This year
those attending are bringing additional ingredients to
help so it should be even better. Steve also reminded all
of us about the potluck held at the Grell farm on Saturday
night. It is also a very popular and successful event.
Rick Vaux returned from Loma Linda where he has been
for 6 weeks or so getting medical treatments. He brought
a model covered in a product called Doculam that is a
clear plastic that has adhesive on one side and is quite
light. The model looked good and there was interest in
the product. It is not expensive but Rick said you have to
buy a life time supply.
Homer passed out some samples of clear mylar that does
not have an adhesive on it. It is available in ¼, ½, and 1
mil thicknesses. Each packet was over a yard and should
be enough for some experimentation. It is used a lot by
those doing tissue over mylar covering.
The auction was large this month with items brought by 3
members. Steve closed the meeting at 1:45

The Field at Snohomish

Steve Dona launches his new Love Me or Leave Me

Yours Truly with new
E-36 model “J-Hawk”

Scenes taken at
the new field at
Snohomish by
Steve Merrill…

2013 QUIET RIOT REPORT
The 2013 Quiet Riot was held at Meadowbrook
Farm in North Bend on Sunday August 4. Some
contestants met at the Mount Si Golf Course
Restaurant about 8:00 for breakfast before going
out to the field. Most of us arrived earlier and
went directly to the field in order to take
advantage of calm wind conditions. I was there
at 7:00 setting things up and the contestants
started showing up shortly after.
The weather was near ideal with little or no wind
during the morning hours. The wind arose about
midday and the drift became a little bothersome
so you had to watch the turns and go way up
wind to launch after that. Common sense
prevailed and there were no models lost that I
am aware of.
All contests were for glory only.
There was one entry in FAC Rubber Scale. Al
Likely flew his Taylorcraft O-57 with a best single
flight of 72 seconds giving a flight score of 66.
He had a good scale score of 54 out of a
possible 62 ½. His total score was 120 points, a
very good score indeed but having no
competition there was no Kanone, just a little
glory. Al also entered his B.A.T. Monoplane,
which had a higher scale score but didn’t fly as
well as the T-Craft.
Bob Hatch had a very good Waco SRE but
without documentation could not be scored
which brings up a sore point. All you need to
have for documentation is a good 3-view. It
shouldn’t be that difficult to come up with that.
Without it, under FAC Rules, a model cannot be
judged. Ron Vanden-Bossche had a couple of
good looking scale models also but without
documentation.
There were no P-Nut Scale entries.
Speed 400 (SAM 8 Rules) There were three
entries. Al Likely with his new Dallaire won it
with a best two flight total score of 1051. Bob
Hatch was second with his Atomizer and a twoflight total of 610. Bob Macklin entered but had
problems and didn’t score well.

Embryo Endurance There were six entries.
Bruce Kimball took first place with his “Big Kat” and a three flight score of ……233 seconds.
John Richards was second with his “Freshman” and a score of …………………,,124
Bob Hatch was 3rd with a Honey Bee and a score of ………………………………104
Al Likely was 4th with his “Born Loser” and a score of ……………………………102
Allyn Johnson was 5th with a score of ………………………………………………54
Ron Vandy also flew………………………………………………………………….30
There were three Island Flyer flyers.
John Richards scored …………………….121 seconds
Ron Vandy scored………………………….56
Bob Hatch scored…………………………...52

Ron Vanden-Bossche had a good 33-second flight with a StaggerWink

Jimmy Allen
Two contestants showed up with Skokies and put in 2 flights each.
Al Likely totaled……………………. 156 seconds.
Bob Hatch totaled…………………… 142

Small Rubber
Neil Householder totaled 269 seconds in three flights with his Moth
John Richards…………..158………………………………….Senator
Ron Vanen-Bossche……..37……..single flight Mini Hobbies Special
P-30
Neil Householder totaled……………………..179 in two flights (One Night 28)
Bob Hatch………..a single flight………………58……………(30” Gollywock)
Notables:
Clive Wienker and son Grant arrived about midday and flew some of Clive’s old Bostonian designs for
fun. Ted Warren, from Enumclaw, was there with an Island Flyer, developing his flying skills, progress
was made.
There was a pretty good turnout and all who were there had a good time I think. As usual, we could use
more contestants. Maybe next time.
Your CD, Ed Lamb

Scenes from the 2013 Quiet Riot

Allyn Johnson readies his Freshman

The Gang at Meadowbrook

Bob Macklin
Robert Hatch
Neil Householder
John Richards

Neil Householder
readies his Flying
Aces Moth

Gene Evenson

Gene and “Mermaid”

Tuning the “Cyke”…Lost Hills

Float Fly – Lake Coeur d’Alene…Rudderbug!

Some of Gene’s beautiful fiberglass work

Bob and Gene
at Lost
Hills…Gene’s
beautiful
Comet Clipper

Gene & Bob w
Small sized
High Altitude
design by Gene

Field at Snohomish

DATE
June 8 & 9
Aug 23
Aug 23&24
Aug 24&25
Aug 24&25
Sep 14&15
Oct 5&6

EVENT
Three Amigos
Vintage FAI Challenge
Tangent Classic FAI
NW FAI Challenge
NW FF Champs
Silents Please & OT Contest
Fall Annual FF Contest

FIELD
Tumalo, OR
Parker’s Field, OR
Parker’s Field, OR
Parker’s Field, OR
Parker’s Field, OR
Parker’s Field, OR
Parker’s Field, OR

C/D
Bruce Hannah
Bob Stalick
Ron McBurnett
Pierre Brun
Geo. Gilbert & Bruce Grell
Bob Stalick & Larry Wacken
Bruce Hannah & Bill Koran

*Proposed Sam 8 2013 Contest Schedule
Date
Event
April 27
Misery Meet
May 18
May Fly
June 11
Small Field Ch
July 25
Mooney Stahl
Aug 4
Quiet Riot
Oct 15
Hullabaloo
*Stay tuned for updates

Place
Meadowbrook
“
“
“
“
“

Contest Director
Homer Smith---Island Flyer Day
Robert Hatch
Al Likely
Bob Macklin
TBD/FAC Ed Lamb
Roger LaPrelle

Award
Kanones
Bragging Rts
Bragging Rts
?
Kanones
Bragging Rts

2013 SAM 8 Activities Calendar
Date
Sept 12
Oct 10
Nov 14
Dec 12
Jan 9
2014

Event
Luncheon at the Rainbow
“
“
Annual Business Meeting
Luncheon at the Rainbow
HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Program
Auction
Show & Tell – Demos
Auction
Elections, Treas. Rept. Contest Cal
Snow & Tell

Time
11:30
11:30
11:30
11:30
11:30

The Really Great SAM 8 meets every second Thursday each month the Rainbow Café in Auburn at 11:30 AM. Come join us
for lunch!
The RG SAM 8 newsletter is published every month, (more or less) and is posted on our website:
http://www.the-great-sam8.com Notice of the newest newsletter will appear via e-mail on our Yahoo mailgroup. Join the group
by contacting our Webmiester: Bob Macklin – macklinbob@msn.com. Subscriptions by mail are $10/year, membership is $15
per year or $25 per year for two years. Note: 2 years with newsletter mailed is $45. Send your check made out to SAM 8 to
nd
Homer Smith, 14719 32 Dr. SE, Mill Creek, WA 98012 3851. Phone 425-293-6845

Please note: Homer Smith has a new phone number…no longer has land line.

Use this form to subscribe or renew your membership. Just fill in and mail to Homer Smith.
Membership ($15)__Subscription($10)
Name______________________________________
Address________________________________________
City___________________________________State_____Zip______________________
AMA No.________________________ SAM No._________________
Phone No.________________________ E-Mail ___________________________________

Return to:
Homer Smith
14719 32nd Dr. SE
Mill Creek, WA
98012-5032

Bob Harper
6038 S Robinson Rd
Freeland WA 98249-9556

The Really GREAT SAM 8
FAC Sq. 34 &

Strat-O-Bats
Newsletter

FIRST CLASS
You Betcha

