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Phil Burress, Editor. info@wichitafreeflight.org

I am interested in ideas for this newsletter! If you have an interesting story, anecdote, photo, article,
or building, flying or trimming tip please let me know. -Phil

Announcement:

Don’t forget club dues! Membership remains a paltry $20 for the year. That’s

less than a (really big) ant farm. If you wish to subscribe to the newsletter only, that cost is $12 or $18
if you are outside the U.S.

Minutes from last meeting -- January 21, 2017
Location: Mediterranean Grill
Attendees: Dave Aronstein, Mary Kay & George Avila, Jeff Englert, Regina & Marty Kline, Jenette & Kent Peters,
Bradin & Chuck Powell, Marty & Jim O’Reilly, Ed Salguero, Marilyn & Bill Schmidt
President Powell called the meeting to order,
Minutes from the last meeting were accepted.
Treasurer Phil Burress reported (via report read by Chuck) that the club assets remained positive.

OLD BUSINESS:
The Spring Date on April 29-30 has been selected for the WHAM contest. Jim O’Reilly will CD, Chuck Powell will
assist.
NEW BUSINESS:
The club presented award plaques to past officers for their long dedicated service: Jeff Englert for 20 years as the
newsletter editor, George Avila for serving as President and Jim O’Reilly for service as Treasurer.
The club voted to pick up the fees for the club website Phil Burress has created, all are encouraged to check out
www.wichitafreeflight.org
Everyone should consider sending their club dues into Phil Burress!
SHOW and TELL:
Chuck Powell brought in his re-furbished 1953 Wilbur, originally built from Jim O’Reilly’s plan and short kit. He
reported that he had to build a new fuselage.
Bradin Powell displayed a Sig Cub, covered in yellow checkerboard tissue. He is becoming quite the modeler!
Jim O’Reilly showed his new original small Mulvihill design ‘Smallvihill’. Guess for which event? Plans are available
on his site at http://www.jimoreillymodelplans.com/.
Kent Peters came with a new Tulsa Rocket. Polyspan and Japanese tissue covered and he added various
adornments. He is using a Superior prop with trimming yet to occur.
Bill Schmidt discussed his latest engine rebuild, a 1940 1.9 cubic inch Perky. A clapper valve feed of the fuel/air mix
to the combustion chamber coupled with an intake that regulates air rather than fuel which can make it difficult to

run. He also had a Comet P-51A mustang, enlarged from 18 to 22 inches, uncovered to show his dual DT concept.
He finished the evening by discussing his newest model, a Vultee Vengeance. An American design, not favored by
our forces, it was used extensively by the British in the China, Burma and India theaters of war.

WHAM News, Views and Reviews
Phil Burress pburress@yahoo.com 638 N. Terrace Dr. Wichita, KS 67208
So sorry I didn’t make the last meeting and missed the presentation of the appreciation awards given to Jeff,
George and Jim. As a relative newcomer to the club, I really appreciate these guys’ contributions and willingness to
go the extra mile for the club and the hobby.

Here’s an interesting little anecdote: While at the field trimming airplanes with Jim O’Reilly a couple of years
ago, I asked why he was diligently lighting the D/T fuses on his new Gollywock, as he was just in the initial trimming
phase which amounted to little more than powered glides. He replied that he’d lost enough airplanes over the years
to have learned his lesson. I asked how many and he replied that he had counted them up recently, and his number
of airplanes lost was well into the forties! Free flight success can be a double edged sword.

Eleven Tips From Ed Lidgard These ideas and practices come from Ed Lidgard, as printed the newsletter of
the Thermal Thumbers of Metro Atlanta:
1. Find that a hole is too tight for the wire you want to use? Roll a coarse file over the wire to roughen the surface,
then use this disposable wire to ream out the hole.
2. To avoid dope running under masking tape or frisket paper, coat the edge with clear dope, let it dry, and then color
dope.
3. Silk or tissue tend to bubble on the trailing edge? Soften the area with acetone, then rub full strength dope over
the bubble until it flattens out.
4. Field too small for full turns? Make a stick one-half the weight of the rubber motor and one half the distance
between the hook and the rear peg. Wind one-half maximum turns.
5. Optimum thinning for applying dope to silk by the tissue flowing method is 65 to 70%.
6. You have .055 inch wire and need a bushing? Place the wire in a piece of 3/32-inch O.D. brass tubing and crimp
the tubing with cutters every l/8-inch in three rows down its length.
7 . You need to solder a washer on a wire and there are no washers with the right size hole? Place a washer with a
too-small hole on the end grain of a wood block. With an awl hammered into the washer hole, make the washer fit
your wire.
8. Silk or tissue sticking to your formers? Rub beeswax or candle wax on the formers after all gluing and sanding is
done.
9. Edges of your props getting nicked? Hold a piece of wax paper against the underside along the edge. Doing one
inch at a time, run a bead of medium viscosity CA along the edge. Immediately sprinkle or blow baking soda onto the
CA. Repeat to add volume, then turn over and repeat if needed.
10. On new props, run the outside edges of the prop through a puddle of CA to harden the edges, then sand as
required.
11 . When silk or tissue does not tighten properly and the first coat of dope does not help much, re-spray with water.
Let dry well and re-dope. So, there you go. All of us can take some good advice from one of the masters of the
hobby. Thanks, Ed.

Internet find of the (bi-)month: http://www.hippocketaeronautics.com/hpa_forum/index.php
The Hip Pocket Builder’s Forum is a great discussion site for free flight. With lots of different categories
such as Indoor, Outdoor, Hand Launched Glider, P-30 just to name a few, it’s a wealth of information
and the folks there are friendly and helpful. Check it out, then sign up and share your own knowledge
with other free flight enthusiasts!

Chuck Powell hands an appreciation award to George
Avila at the last meeting.

Bradin Powel and his nice Sig Cub

Thompson/Greve Mass Launch in Eloy

Jim O’Reilly with his “Smallvihill”original design

Nice looking bunch in Eloy, AZ

For some, size matters. Kenny
Kear with is 1000 sq. in.
Satellite at Eloy, Az.

Below, clockwise from Top Left: Jim O’Reilly receives his award for years of service to the club. Jeff Englert
admires his service award plaque. Bill Schmidt shows his uncovered Comet P51A. Kent Peters with his Tulsa
Rocket.

Here’s a Plan: This one’s a proven winner. Scale this catapult glider to 18” wingspan, grab some of the good
wood and get building. You can get a viscous timer and CF tail boom for it from Stan Buddenbohm at
www.discuskid.com.

Check out our website and let us know what you think!  www.wichitafreeflight.org
The next WHAM/SAM 56 Dinner meeting will be held at The Mediterranean Grill 335 S. Towne
East Mall Dr., Wichita, KS 67207 (316) 651-5599 on Saturday, March 4th, 2017. Social Hour @ 6pm,
Dinner at 6:30pm.
Club Events: 1/2a Texaco, Jimmy Allen, FAC Moth, C/HLG, or as arranged.
Contacting WHAM/SAM 56: Email or mail Jeff Englert, 10118 Sterling Ct., Wichita, KS 67208
jenglert@cox.net
Club Officers are President: Chuck Powell 316-655-3154; Vice President Bill Schmidt 316-744-0378;
Secretary: Jeff Englert 316-722-7491; Treasurer Phil Burress 316-210-0707
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