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I am always interested in ideas for this newsletter!
info@wichitafreeflight.org

-Email suggestions to Phil at

Announcement:  Next Meeting Saturday, May 6th at The Mediterranean Grill.
OUR CONTEST HAS BEEN RESCHEDULED to June 3-4! Hope to see you all there.

Minutes from last meeting -- March 4, 2017
Location: Mediterranean Grill
Attendees: George Avila,Betty & Larry Bishop, Lori & Phil Burress, Les DeWitt, Jeff Englert, Regina & Marty
Kline, Jeanette & Greg Peters, Stella & Kent Peters, Marty & Jim O'Reilly, Linda & Chuck Powell, Ed Salguero,
Marilynn & Bill Schmidt, Dan Walton, Guest Bradin Powell
President Powell called the meeting to order,
Various members reported problems with the last NL, but minutes were accepted.
Treasurer Burress reported that the club assets remained positive. The old field stipend checks, having not been
cashed out were returned to the club treasury, resulting in a more positive status.
OLD BUSINESS:
Jeff Englert reported the 1/2A Texaco event was run once during the prior year – He had found a score sheet.
Coincidently – he won. Trophy now on display at the FAA ACO!
NEW BUSINESS:
The spring contest is being organized, April 29 – 30 at Marion! Keep your schedule free.
Phil Burress talked about the website and contest flyer will be out on it soon.
SHOW & TELL::
Phil Burress talked about the SuperPhatic glue company’s product called Eze dope. It is supposed to be an
alternative to standard dope. A bottle was passed around, Bill is supposed to try it.
Ed Salguero showed a new design, his, of a full house electric RC plane. Stick and tissue construction with
Flaps, ailerons, rudder, elevator and throttle. It looked slick.
Marty Kline displayed his continuing project and described his construction of a Herr Ryan STA. Nicely covered in
Esaki and trim in domestic tissue. He is planning on powering it with 4 strands of 3/16 FAI rubber.
Linda Powell showed her second Wanderer after losing the original at Taft.
Bradin Powell showed his neatly constructed Midwest Flick glider. Built for CLG.

Chuck Powell brought is HLG built by Tim Batick to show the latest design features. It is to be used by Bradin to
learn TLG techniques. He reported that he won the Gollywock mass launch event in CA with a 9min 22 sec flight.
He displayed a Limited Lou for SamNOS Rubber built from Jim O’Reilly’s plans.
Jim O’Reilly reported that NFFS now allows scaling of Large NOS to Small NOS dimensions. He is working a
Bienstein Avenger to investigate the possibilities.
Greg peters brought in his latest construction project, a 1/2A Texaco version of the Goldberg Sailplane. Built at
the magical 277 sq in size, he has equipped it with a 2.4 gig radio system.
Bill Schmidt waxed proudly of his new tracker system, called Marco Polo. He reported that opinion is that it is
better than the Walston system, but he hasn’t run it yet. Aircraft transmitter is a bit large though, 12 grams. He
also showed a tool he constructed to cut 3/16th in diameter (#3 hole) washers from fish paper. They are used to
isolate electrical connections on his spark engine installations.

DARN Technology! At the meeting I took a slew of masterfully shot photos of these beautiful airplanes.
However, the memory card in my smartphone decided to give up the ghost immediately afterwards and they were
lost forever. It’s a shame because those photos were magnificent, and the airplanes weren’t half bad either.

WHAM News, Views and Reviews:
Don't Break That Carved Freewheeler By Bill Schmidt
Once you have finished carving a nice balsa freewheeler for your model you hate to have it break a blade on its
first landing (crash). Here we will be talking mostly about propellers in the smaller size of 6 to 12 inches in
diameter used on the many smaller models out there and where there is no applicable commercial props
generally made. I prefer the Bill McCombs modified X block II w 1.3 P/D propeller design for my models and this
is what is shown in this exercise.
Some time recently someone commented that I had an illegal folder on a model originally published with a
freewheeler in a circulated picture. This of course caused me some consternation and needs clarification. The
prop shown is more accurately called a “COLLAPSIBLE FREE WHEELER”
Did you know that without a stop screw in the back of the nose block and a freewheeling assy. On the front that a
folding type prop WILL NOT fold? Try it sometime. The prop will continue to freewheel nicely, fully extended as
though it was a solid prop design. So why not put a folder on your model that stipulates a none folding
freewheeler? Why you ask? So that every time the model lands the prop gives when it folds / moves aft on
impact. Who wants to buy / build a 7-8 inch folder? Well, you do because it is a very simple exercise to make a
nice compact folding propeller in the smaller sizes. This exercise is for a propeller that fits a pointy nose
endurance type model. The center hub will have to be longer to fit a wide nose model.
The first thing you do is carve a balsa prop that suits you as to the model for which it is intended. I rather like the
FA Moth prop design with some modifications from the McCombs design mentioned above. The hub area needs
some forethought as that is where the hardware is going to be placed. The 1st photo shows this initial stage of
construction as well as the final product. The prop on top is completely carved and ready to be converted to a
folder such as shown immediately below.
Next you need to cut out a piece of tin can stock, yep, that’s what I said, to the width of the prop hub generally
.30” wide and 1-½” long. Cut one end off at about 20 degrees and don’t worry about exactness here as you can
adjust it throughout the course of the exercise. Now cut 2 lengths of 1/16” brass tubing to match the width of the
tin stock. With a pair of round nose pliers start a nice roll of the angled end of the tin stock to enclose one of the
brass tubing pieces. Flat nose pliers helps to snuggle the tubing into the tin stock curl. Now sweat solder the
tubing in the tin stock. The 2nd photo shows the tool and the parts involved. Notice the finished prop on the model
behind.

Determine the needed length of the tin stock to fit the particular prop and cut and roll and solder the 2nd brass
tubing inside the rolled end. If your prop bearing protrudes thru the back of the prop then at this time punch a
hole thru the center of the tin plate to locate it correctly in place using the bearing stub as a positive locating
tooling post. If it doesn’t then figure a means to keep the tin plate located. Now cut 2 pieces of .032- / #20 gauge
wire 1” long for hinge material as depicted. This wire can be copper as the loads imposed turn out to be fairly low.
I made and flew one prop with a copper hinge and it worked OK. Music wire is too tough to be workable. As an
A&P mechanic I have rolls of Monel wire that is just right but any steel wire from the local hardware store works
well. Install the wire in the brass tubing and bend it sharply as shown in the picture. Cut off to suit the prop
design and again bend over the end sharply 1/8” and push them down into the prop. See the 2nd picture for detail.
Now CA the roughed up under surface of the tin plate to the prop and clamp until set. The rest of the work will
utilize model cement such as Sig-Ment, Duco or such. Carefully locate your prop hook snag/freewheel assy. in
place with glue and allow to dry. Now wrap 4 places with thread to hold things in place and keep applying glue to
hold it as you wrap the thread around as it dries fairly fast making it workable. When done and everything is in
place apply finish glue and allow a minimum 1 day to thoroughly dry or you will be sorry for things will shift if not
completely dry.
The next day you can take a razor saw and cut the prop through where the hinges are and you are done. You
now have a smaller size folder prop with about as simple an assy. as is possible. Dope finish and balance with
extra coats on the light blade until balance is attained. The first time takes a little longer than those that follow, but
that’s the way it is with all projects.
Best, Bill Schmidt

...And other bit of useful information from Bill Schmidt:
Bladder Type Fuel Tank Information: This analytical exercise has never been published before.

Pressure per square inch of the items in the picture: Readings taken on a water manometer for
absolute accuracy. -Bill Schmidt
Penny Balloon----1.1 psi
Red Cap------------3.1 psi
Pacifier-------------4.2 psi
Ink Pen Bladder--4.9 psi
Surgical Tubing---5.8 psi

Here’s a plan of a Comet Fokker DVII.

It’s drawn for 16” WS but of course you can scale that up or down if

you wish. In an amazing coincidence, Yours Truly happens to be currently building this one, scaled up to about
19 ½”. I’ll let you know how it turns out.

Check out our website and let us know what you think!  www.wichitafreeflight.org
The next WHAM/SAM 56 Dinner meeting will be held at The Mediterranean Grill 335 S. Towne
East Mall Dr., Wichita, KS 67207 (316) 651-5599 on Saturday, May 6th, 2017. Social Hour @ 6pm,
Dinner at 6:30pm.
Club Events: 1/2a Texaco, Jimmy Allen, FAC Moth, C/HLG, or as arranged.
Contacting WHAM/SAM 56: Email or mail Jeff Englert, 10118 Sterling Ct., Wichita, KS 67208
jenglert@cox.net
Club Officers are President: Chuck Powell 316-655-3154; Vice President Bill Schmidt 316-744-0378;
Secretary: Jeff Englert 316-722-7491; Treasurer Phil Burress 316-210-0707
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