Wichita Historical Aircraft Modelers 
SAM 56
Newsletter for July 2017
Phil Burress, Editor.  info@wichitafreeflight.org

I am always interested in ideas for this newsletter!   -Email suggestions to Phil at
info@wichitafreeflight.org

Announcements:
*Next Meeting is Saturday, September 9 at The Mediterranean Grill.

Meeting Minutes: July 15, 2017

Attendees: Betty & Larry Bishop, Phil Burress, Jeff Englert, Jane & Earl Griffith, Regina & Marty Kline,
Jeanette & Kent Peters, Marty & Jim O'Reilly, Linda & Chuck Powell, Ed Salguero, Marilyn & Bill Schmidt,
Dan Walton.
President Powell called the meeting to order, and the previous meeting's minutes were accepted.
Treasurer  reported that the club assets remained positive.
Old Business: See club website (www.kansasfreeflight.org) for remaining meeting schedule. George
Avila got an artificial knee.
New Business: Contest are coming up: Nationals, Perry, Denver, Denton, etc. Marion Airport has been
lost for practice flying.  The guys reported the neighbor had to abort a landing blaming flyers on the runway.
Show & Tell: Kent Peters showed a 136% Flemish Defiance with a carved 14” prop covered in a
combination of Japanese tissue and polyspan. He also had a 140% sized Ace Whittman Super Flyer. His
last item was a winding stooge that he built based on other designs that he has seen.
Jeff Englert showed his E-36, an old 220 size Mini-Pearl from Don DeLoach’s short kit.
Jim O’Reilly had a Bernstein Avenger scaled down to 150 sq. in for small NOS rubber.
Linda Powell displayed a P-30 Speckled Bird by George Perryman’s BMJR laser kit. 42 grams.
Chuck Powell had his Schwiezer TG-2 glider from Earl Stahl’s plans for FAC bungee launch as well as a
Perryman Sparrowhawk P-30 with a Gizmo Geezer front end.
Earl Griffith brought in Books to give away.

Clockwise from Upper Left:  1)Earl
Grffith tries in vain to increase our
literacy.  2) Kent Peters and his very
nice Super Flyer and 3) Flemish
Defiant.  4)Jim O’Reilly and his
Small NOS Bernstein Avenger.  5)
Jeff Englert and his DeLoach Pearl
E-36 ship.  6) Linda “Charlie” Powell
has a right to be proud of her
Perryman  Speckled Bird.  7) Chuck
Powell and his Earl Stahl Schweizer
TG-2 glider, and 8) with his
Perryman Sparrowhawk P30.

WHAM News, Views and Reviews:
Peck-Polymers Revival: Peck-Polymers

has been a free flight supplier since the 1960s but has

had a rocky go of it in recent years. When Bob Peck passed away in 1991, his wife kept the business
going until it was acquired by A2Z Corp in 2007. Apparently business was not good and they shut down for
a while while seeking a buyer. In 2015 the company was purchased by Wind-It-Up Enterprises, and they
seem to be doing a fine job with it. The website looks great and they are even offering new products
including the nifty embryo design show below. Check them out at www.peck-polymers.com and consider
supporting them!

(Above) New offering from Peck-Polymers, the Skiptown Cadet.  It’s an Embryo!

Biplane Decalage Determination: Debate and Discourse

We all know that biplane assembly and decalage setting is a tricky affair, best avoided altogether whenever
possible. But there’s just something special about a biplane... I guess it’s probably the two wings, now that I
think about it. Ever stirring the pot, Bill Schmidt has compiled some literature on the subject for our perusal
and intense debate. The generally accepted idea is that one wing should be at zero degrees incidence
while the other should have some (1%-2%) positive incidence. This way one wing will stall first and the
nose will drop while the other wing stays flying, or some egghead idea along those lines. But which wing
gets the incidence, top or bottom? And who gives a flying Akron Funk? Apparently venerable veterans
W.F. McCombs and Dave Stott do, and following are their equally convincing thoughts on the matter, mixed

with lots of great biplane related stuff.  We’ll start with Mr. McCombs:

Dave Stott also has lots of great biplane information to offer, and a different conclusion on the decalage:

Here’s a Plan: How about a good old Comet Plan of an Akron Funk? This should be a great flyer at 20”
wingspan. You might want to move that motor pin up a bit, and adding a DT would be a wise choice!

**The next WHAM/SAM 56 Dinner meeting will be held at The Mediterranean Grill 335 S. Towne
East Mall Dr., Wichita, KS 67207 (316) 651-5599 on Saturday, September 9, 2017. Social Hour @ 6pm,
Dinner at 6:30pm.
Club Events: 1/2a Texaco, Jimmy Allen, FAC Moth, C/HLG, or as arranged.
Contacting WHAM/SAM 56:
jenglert@cox.net

Email or mail Jeff Englert, 10118 Sterling Ct., Wichita, KS 67208

Club Officers are President: Chuck Powell 316-655-3154; Vice President Bill Schmidt 316-744-0378;
Secretary: Jeff Englert 316-722-7491; Treasurer Phil Burress 316-210-0707

