Wichita Historical Aircraft Modelers
SAM 56
Newsletter for January 2019
Phil Burress, Editor. info@wichitafreeflight.org

I am always interested in ideas for this newsletter! -Email suggestions to Phil at
info@wichitafreeflight.org

Announcements: Next Meeting is this Saturday, January 12, 2019 at The Mediterranean Grill.
--Dues for 2019 are due in January--

November 10, 2018 Meeting Minutes
Attendees: Mary Kay & George Avila, Betty & Larry Bishop, Doug Burright, Jeff Englert, Jeanette & Kent Peters,
Marty & Jim O'Reilly, Ed Salguero, Marilyn & Bill Schmidt
Vice-president Schmidt called the meeting to order. The minutes were accepted. The treasurer’s report wasn’t
given.
Old Business: Noted the sympathy card being circulated for Regina Kline’s mother.
Reviewed Marion contest.
New Business:  Election of officers occurred – the current set remains under unanimous decision.
Show & Tell: Jeff Englert displayed a 1/2a cox powered Baby Ringmaster purchased from the same ebay
source. He also showed a Mr. Smoothie racer from a doubled peanut scale plan of unremembered origin. Bill
Schmidt showed a P-51D, from a Comet $1 kit following the war. Bones were built in 1994 but just finished it, in
silk and polyspan. One can catch more in Gene Smith’s column in Model Aviation. Kent Peters showed a very
pretty Baby Playboy, from the Cleveland 1940 plans, freeflight powered by an ignition Arden .09. Larry Bishop
brought in his latest project, a 1/4a freeflight from a 1958 MAN plan called the Poco (or Paco). He’s powered it
with a Cox .020 Pee Wee won in a hobby shop contest in 1958. Jim O’Reilly showed his new means to avoid split
propellers on his Lanzo Duplex. He made a folding prop which he tack-glues together to allow it to fold on contact
with the ground.

Pictures of these show and tell subjects are below, shown in order clockwise.

WHAM News, Views and Reviews: by Phil Burress
What’s on your building board for the building season? Traditionally, winter is the time to make repairs and
build since there’s less flying. I called a few of our members and got the scoop on what they are up to:
Jeff Englert: I made some repairs to a tow line glider but have not been building much other than that. But I
have been in the shop quite a bit, cleaning and organizing.
George Avila: I’ve not been building much but I’ve been getting some stuff ready to sell at the Kansas City RC
swap meet on February 1st.
Earl Griffith: I’ve been working on a Thermic 50 glider from a kit given to me by Joe Williams. It’s mostly framed
up and I’m working on getting the electronics working properly. My goal is to fly more in 2019 and I’m planning to
go through six or so of my airplanes and get them airworthy.
Jim O’Reilly: I’ve been drawing up a few plans lately. First I completed the Elite Skyrocket, the memorial
one-design airplane for the 2019 Nats. Also drew up a BG Special, a small rubber fuselage design. I’m 90%
done drawing Stu Bennett’s Lethal Ms Moffett. As far as building goes, I built the Elite Skyrocket and the BG
special.

Bill Schmidt: I’ve been working on a Grumman F5F Skyrocket. Also,I completed another scale model, one not
commonly seen in FF. What is it? It’s a surprise and I will be bringing it to the next meeting!
Kent Peters: I ’ve been working on a Goldberg 1/2a Zipper model. It will have an ignition engine.
Marty Kline: 1. Full size Gollywock in the works. No kit, it’s a scratch build from Tom Derber plans. 2. Finished
details on my FAC Spitfire and the J3 Cub. Still have intentions of resurrecting the Ryan ST but that will be a
major project. 3. Pulled an old SIG Cub R.O.G. out of the rafters. It’s from 1990. My now 35 yo son and I built it
one week on the Kitchen table. Trying to make it airworthy for a grandson! 4. Plans to fab a couple of model
boxes and also a shelf/ledge type arrangement to get all my building “condiments” off the work surface. 5. Santa
left a brand new LL Electronics tracker on my front porch. Really itching to get that bad boy out and play with it!
Chuck Powell: I built the Canberra jet catapult glider from hummingbird models. Also a Buddenbohm “Turn Cat”
catapult launched glider, an Easy Built 16” Staggerwing biplane and a “Double Feature” small cabin rubber
model, from the Jim O’Reilly plans and short kit.
Ed Salguero: I’ve been working on a Fokker DR1 triplane from my own plans. It will be electric R/C. The top
wing is 14” span- I decided on that span by calculating the wing area as a good match for a motor that I had on
hand.
Phil Burress: Myself, I completed an Earl Stahl Albatros Dv from plans. It turned out nice and I’m hoping that it
flies as good as it looks. I also repaired my Elf Embryo fuselage, damaged from a motor blowout. I have lots of
other repairs to do but first I want to complete a 1912 Leveque biplane flying boat from the R/N kit given to me by
Chuck Powell. This will be 3 ch. electric R/C and I hope to fly it off the water behind my house.

Here are a couple of interesting articles I shamelessly stole from the
treasure trove of NFFS technical articles:
KEEP THE CG WELL FORWARD By Tom Arnold From an old
March 1995 issue of Scale Staffel, Tom Arnold, Editor This should
be entitled "How to Reinvent The Basic Wheel" or "Trimming
Revisited Again .... and Again .... and Again." The cause of my
introspection has been a 34" span P-38 that I labored on mightily
and have flown in a few contests. Finished in a photo-recon blue it
was the pride of my stable for quite a while, however, it exacted it's
price from my heart. On numerous occasions I would launch it and it
would reward me with a climbing turn and high altitude cruise that
was truly magnificent. The sun shining through the tissue, the blue
sky, the bright yellow spinners and yellow prop tips describing the
prop arc — everything. You know the feeling. It was like a drug, and
I wanted to do it again and again. Go higher and higher, longer and
longer. But then, perversely, it would wing over and dive down,
down, down, down like a blue skybolt to end in a little blossom of
Then the awful realization began to flood over my brain. (Some of
you are already ahead of he plot) What I had done was move the
CG back (by losing the clay) and I retrimmed it, only now I had,
instead of a bit of up elevator, an almost neutral setting. A full scale
aircraft can fly just fine like this as a pilot can always give a little up
elevator anytime he gets into a downhill coast. Not so our models.
What happened was a bit of turbulence dumped Old Trusty on its
nose and down it went picking up speed but with no "up" elevator of
any degree to pull the tail down with any authority. The results was
a long straight dive into the brush. (Actually, there would have been
a gradual pull up had the aircraft had a mile of air to the ground.)
Instantly the P-38's death dives played in my lead. That's what had
happened —that's exactly what had happened. When I initially
balanced it on the main wing spar, I was delighted that I did not
need to add nose weight. In fact, a lot more weight had crept into

balsa and tissue against that hard ground. While a prop stoppage
problem that usually initiated this maneuver was solved, that long
straight dive remained a real puzzler. Then one fine day I was out
with one of my old beat-up ships that was long past its prime when
all at once, THE DIVE started againl Was this accursed plunge
some disease caught by my models? When I picked up the old war
horse and was walking back to the car, I noticed the gob of clay that
usually clung to the underside of the nose was gone. Then I
remembered. It had fallen off earlier and. I had lost it in the grass so
I did some test glides, adjusted the elevator and got a nice flight
path out of it. Some low powered flights and I fixed a nose down
pitch by taking out some down thrust. After all this, I got some great
flights md because the clay weight was gone, they were quite a bit
longer. I remember at the time I thought "I should have done this
sooner."
my handiwork than I had planned for so perhaps "relieved" is a
better word. With the CG fixed, my trimming came along just fine
except in reality a slightly aft CG was waiting to bite and,boy, did it. I
also remember saying to myself 'Gee, I really lucked out. Even the
elevator needs no adjustment." As a result the P-38 would go
anywhere it was pointed: level, climb, and softly in a glide. But if any
bumps put it on its nose, it was just as dedicated, right straight
down. What I should have done was listen to the alarm bells when I
noticed no up elevator was required. A little bit of clay on the nose
would have forced me to trim in a bit of "up" —a bit is all that would
have been needed too. Walt Mooney told me many years ago that
99% of a models' ills can be cured by: washout the wing tips and
move the CG forward. The man evidently knew what he was talking
about.

Cockpit Coaming tip... by Gerald Sullivan.. Published in the November 2003 issue of "Windy Sock" Newsletter of the San
Antonio Alamo Escadrille which took it from the Scale Staffel newsletter. Many times in the past I have tried to put a
coaming around an open cockpit using split insulation from electrical wire. I can tell you that it was a real struggle with the
vinyl being too stiff, coming off, and the glue making quite a mess. Well, I finally beat the little bugger. After removing the
copper core from a piece of automotive hookup wire of the appropriate size, I split it down one side. (So far nothing new!) I
opened it up, but it would spring right back. Putting a piece of tape on a small dowel rod, I attached the vinyl such that it
could be wound up with the side that was next to the copper ending up on the outside of the roll. Now for the easy and quick
part. Place the vinyl next to the cockpit opening and unroll the vinyl around the opening. When you get back to the start, trim
the ends. As the vinyl unwinds it resumes its round shape and the split side firmly grips the edge of the cockpit. I then
secured it with thin CyA.

Below: Spotted at our field recently. Chuck Powell with the glider that George Avil gave to him. George gave
him some tips to get it trimmed also.

Here’s a Plan:

Here’s

something that you can fly in your living room on these blustery winter days:

Joshua Finn’s Parlor Mite. It should go together quickly and not break the bank with material costs!

The next WHAM/SAM 56 Dinner meeting will be held at The Mediterranean Grill 335 S. Towne
East Mall Dr., Wichita, KS 67207 (316) 651-5599. Social Hour @ 6pm, Dinner at 6:30pm.
Club Events: 1/2a Texaco, Jimmy Allen, FAC Moth, C/HLG, or as arranged.
Contacting WHAM/SAM 56: Email or mail Jeff Englert, 10118 Sterling Ct., Wichita, KS 67208
jenglert@cox.net Send Dues dues or other payments to Phil Burress, 4757 N. Steeds Crossing St.,
Park City, KS 69219
Club Officers are President: Chuck Powell 316-655-3154; Vice President Bill Schmidt 316-744-0378;
Secretary: Jeff Englert 316-722-7491; Treasurer Phil Burress 316-210-0707

*Meeting is this Saturday, January 12!

WHAM/SAM 56
Jeff Englert, Secretary
10118 Sterling Court
Wichita, KS 67205

