Wichita Historical Aircraft Modelers
SAM 56
Newsletter for July 2019
Phil Burress, Editor info@wichitafreeflight.org

I am always interested in ideas for this newsletter! -Email suggestions to Phil at
info@wichitafreeflight.org

Announcements: Next Meeting is Saturday, July 27, 2019 at The Mediterranean Grill.
May 11, 2019 Meeting Minutes
Attendees: Mary Kay & George Avila, Betty & Larry Bishop, Lori & Phil Burress, Doug Burright, Jeff
Englert, Mitchell Fuqua, Jane & Earl Griffith, Marty & Jim O'Reilly, Linda & Chuck Powell, Ed
Salguero, Marilyn & Bill Schmidt
President Powell called the meeting to order. The minutes were accepted. The treasurer’s report was
given, we remain positive.
Old Business: Reviewed last meeting minutes.
New Business: Discussed the WHAM spring contest held at the Wellington Airport. (There is a full
contest report in the May 2019 newsletter which was published post-meeting.)
Show & Tell: Chuck Powell Talked about a useful Model Aviation article from May78 on making rubber
propeller blades. Bill Schmidt showed a Grumman F6F Hellcat, built from the 1946 Comet plan. The
impeccable model uses a viscous DT. Jim O’Reilly brought in a Lidgard designed Eugene for large
rubber fuselage. He also had a 1949 King Wakefield for large NOS rubber & 8 oz Wake. Ed Salguero
showed a Midwest Jabberwock built to replace a lost one. The model weighs 130 grams and he plotted
out his own prop blade, which holds pitch constant over its length.

WHAM News, Views and Reviews: by Phil Burress
Newsletter Fodder: We have come into possession of a lot of old modeling magazines, and I have been giving
my scanner a workout. So get used to vintage plans and other things of interest in upcoming newsletters. Some
of the plans are multi-paged so we may have some longer newsletters as a result!

Check out this photo from 1983 when we as a club won the INTERNATIONAL 1/2A Texaco Postal

event. Everyone was young and having fun. Thanks to Bill Schmidt for the photo. Top row from left to

right: Greg Peters, Jack Phelps (D), Dean Zonker (D), Eldon Breazier (D)-WWII P-38 pilot SWP theater,
Larry Bishop, LaMoine Schrock (D). Bottom row: Dan Walton (D), Courtney Clark (D), Bill Schmidt.

Making a balsa building board Traditionally we use pins to hold our framework to a building board.
There are other methods such as magnets on a steel plate, but using pins is probably still the most
popular method. New builders frequently ask what to use for a building board and are given different
answers such as a cork, drywall or ceiling tile, but I believe that a balsa building board is the best by far.
I have a Great Planes balsa building board which has served me well but it does have a couple of
drawbacks: 1) These are not being made any more and 2) they tend to warp. So here is a cheap and
easy warp-resistant balsa building board that you can make yourself for not too much money. I’ll skip
the details on building it; It’s basically ¼” balsa sheet bonded to ½” medium density fiberboard (MDF).
MDF is commonly used for countertops and is extremely warp-resistant. 3/16” balsa would probably
work fine if that’s what you have on hand.
I purchased a 2' x 4' section of MDF from Home Depot ($12.00) and five ¼" x 6" x 36' Midwest balsa
sheets. I adhered the balsa to the MDF with spray glue and was able to make two 12" x 36" boards as
well as a smaller 6" wide building board.

Below: A finished 1’ x 36” board. Two 6” wide balsa sheets were joined then laminated to the MDF with 3m spray glue.

Here are some instrument panels that were printed in October 1936 Model Airplane News. They were not
identified so you can just pick one that fits your model! I can’t help but wonder the fate of the missing middle
panel!

Here are TWO Plans: First up is a Walt Mooney Hyannis Helio for rubber power. Designed at 16” but
I’m sure you can scale up or even down a bit to fit your taste: Next, scanned from Model Airplane
News circa August 1936, we have a Kenneth Ernst 1935 Stout Trophy winner. Not included is the
wordy construction article that accompanied it, but it can be had by anyone who emails me at
info@freeflight.org and asks for it. *I’m wondering if this model is recognized or even has a name???

WHAM/SAM 56 Dinner meeting will be held Saturday, July 27 at The Mediterranean Grill 335 S.
Towne East Mall Dr., Wichita, KS 67207 (316) 651-5599. Social Hour @ 6pm, Dinner at 6:30pm.
Club Events: 1/2a Texaco, Jimmy Allen, FAC Moth, C/HLG, or as arranged.
Contacting WHAM/SAM 56: Email or mail Jeff Englert, 10118 Sterling Ct., Wichita, KS 67208
jenglert@cox.net Send Dues dues or other payments to Phil Burress, 4757 N. Steeds Crossing St.,
Park City, KS 69219
Club Officers are President: Chuck Powell 316-655-3154; Vice President and Safety Coordinator: Bill
Schmidt 316-744-0378; Secretary: Jeff Englert 316-722-7491; Treasurer: Phil Burress 316-210-0707
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