Wichita Historical Aircraft Modelers
SAM 56
Newsletter for January 2020 Phil Burress, Editor info@wichitafreeflight.org
Membership is open to all interested AMA Members. Dues are $20 annually. Subscription only $12 annually.

I am always interested in ideas for this newsletter! -Email suggestions to Phil at
info@wichitafreeflight.org

Announcements: Next Meeting is Saturday, January 11, 2020 at The Mediterranean Grill.
--Membership fees for 2020 are due!--

Meeting Minutes: November 9, 2019
Attendees: Mary Kay & George Avila, Betty & Larry Bishop, Phil Burress, Jeff Englert, Mitch Fuqua,
Jane & Earl Griffith, Regina & Marty Kline, Paul Morgenroth, Marty & Jim O'Reilly, Jeanette & Kent
Peters, Linda & Chuck Powell, Ed Salguero, Marilyn & Bill Schmidt and guest Bruce Barnett

President Powell called the meeting to order. The minutes were accepted. The treasurer’s report was
given.

OLD BUSINESS:   None
NEW BUSINESS:  Club contest proposed for spring in Marion. Tabled. Officers re-elected by
acclamation.

Show & Tell: (Photos below) Jeff Englert displayed his new F1N indoor balsa and foam glider from a

J&H Aerospace kit, Light! Bill Schmidt brought in a paper ship model of the Edmundon Fitzgerald,
complete with Taconite pellets, similar to that being hauled. Bruce Barnett showed a Greg Thomas
designed Piper Vagabond a 24” span model that he built a number of years ago. Phil Burress
displayed a Fairchild 24 dime scale built from a Comet plan. He also had a Mulvihill Avenger from Jim
O’Reilly’s plans complete with a 24 inch diameter prop. The fuselage is covered in Doculam. Paul
Morgenroth showed a ½ size Gollywock, built by Jeff Nisley.

WHAM News, Views and Reviews: by Phil Burress
Tulsa Glue Dobbers Fall Rally - November 2-3, 2019. This contest was held at the Wellington Airport.
Saturday brought flyable weather with some nice thermal activity. Winds were from the west which shortened the
field and forced a change to 90 second maxes. Unfortunately the wind picked up and precluded any flying on
Sunday. All in all, another enjoyable and successful contest from the Oklahoma folks.

A few TGD Fall Contest pics:
From upper left: 1)Chuck
Powell shows Matt Wiebe the
cat glider launch technique.
2) Thus instructed, Matt
launches his first free flight
model. 3) George Avila
prepares to commit aviation.
4) George Voss launches 5)
Tom Bell’s weathered and
battle-worn airplane.

WHAM Member Profile: Les Dewitt
Les DeWitt built and flew models starting in his childhood in the 1930s and was very active until the mid
1990’s. Much of this time was spent in California it was there that he produced model airplane kits. He
sold roughly 200 kits of his Whirlaway gas design as well as other gas jobs, control line and simpler

models. He was president of Brand X Mfg., Inc. which produced flying saucers (think Frisbees), sheet
foam gliders and other advertising specific products. He holds several patents. In 1994 he won the
Nats in Lubbock, TX with his design (dubbed “The Penguin” by Jim O’Reilly), and thus encouraged,
changed motors etc and placed 2nd and 3rd in Mulvihill and Coupe with the same airplane! On Dec 10,
2019 Jim O’Reilly (JO) and I (PB) went to visit Les (LD) at the Catholic Care Center in Bel Aire, KS.
Here are some excerpts from a very pleasant conversation we had with him. I would have liked to
cover a lot more topics with Les, but unfortunately we ran up against his meal time.
LD: How’s the weather out there for flying? I’m going to have to get my airplanes flying again!
PB: Do you have some ready to fly?
LD: I have a Moffett that I’ve won about three contests with.
PB: What’s its name?
LD: I never named it. (Les goes on to describe the airplane) I put 20 grams of rubber in it and it just
goes up nice.
JO: That’s the one I call the Penguin!
PB When did you build your first airplane?
LD: About the 4th grade. My dad worked at a store that sold kits and brought home an airplane kit. I
was just a kid and I didn’t even know you had to use the plan; I just bent the wood and tried to get it to
look like the plan. This would have been 1933-1934. It might have been a Comet kit.
PB: Did it fly?
LD: (Laughs) I don’t believe I ever got that far with it! I remember an older kid came over to my house
and helped with it. We built it on the oak floor under a table. He started by putting the longerons down
and I got the idea after that. I also remember I built a Polish fighter. I wound it up in the living room
and it went up and hit the ceiling. But the first kit I built that flew well, I don’t remember the name, but it
had a good prop and a hatch on top. It climbed up high and had a good glide.
JO: Did you ever build a Jimmie Allen?
LD: Oh Yes! It was the Skyraider. That airplane was such a lousy design. And they designed that for
kids? (laughs) I can’t imagine a more complicated design for kids! I did get it to fly, about 30 seconds,
at a contest, which was good. My dad saw a high-school aged kid at the contest making some good
flights and called him over to give me advice. He told me not to throw the airplane up, but rather launch
it level. That did the trick and resulted in the good flight. For prizes they had roller skates and also a
belt with buckle in a neat little box. Since I did well in the contest I chose the box with belt. I didn’t use
the belt but I used the box! On another good flight it ended up on top of East High School. Another
good flying model I remember was a Monocoupe.
PB: Have you built and flown other types of models besides rubber powered?
LD: Well I did gas also. I designed and built one called the Whirlaway. I was trying to design and
airplane that flew better than the Goldberg Sailplane. By the way Carl Goldberg told me that my
Whirlaway was the best flying gas job he’d ever seen.
PB: What was the first airplane that you designed?

LD: I don’t think so. I can’t recall but I designed a lot of airplanes. By the way, I had one of my own
design that flew from 13th and Oliver in Wichita to Halstead, KS- about 45 miles. It was found by a
farmer and brought back to me several months later but there wasn’t much left of it. I’ve probably
designed at least thirty airplanes over the years.
PB: What is the best flying rubber model you had?
LD: It’s hard to say; I had so many of them. I do remember one at a contest north of Wichita, I
launched one for a test flight and it stayed 45-60 minutes and eventually landed pretty close. As I recall
that was either a Gollywock or Jabberwock.
PB: What drew you to model airplanes as a hobby?
LD: One day my dad came home with groceries and there was an airplane kit in the sack, by accident.
A neighborhood kid and I decided to build it. We pinned the plan down on the oak floor under the
dining room table where no one would see it. I had LePage’s glue which doesn’t dry that fast. I used
my Dad’s razor blades to cut the wood. I was so proud of it but it was pitiful. It was a small model of a
Monocoupe. I showed it to my Dad and he said, “isn’t the monocoupe supposed to have a round
nose?” and I said, “No, no, that’s how it’s supposed to be!” (Laughs)
Later, I built a 5ft. wingspan Monocoupe with Paulownia prop. My grandmother helped me and we built
that one on the ironing board! I would fly it down Third Street in Wichita from Hillside to Lorraine.
Then I built a Stinson Reliant.
JO: Did you know Jim Walker?
LD: Yes I flew some of his rubber jobs. Then I decided to start manufacturing airplanes. I had a heck
of a time. I built a wood slicer 24 feet long and worked on it for 4 months to get it to work well and had
problems. I ended up with a band slicer instead and got it working, and sold a lot of kits that I
produced. We had a building behind our house that was built as a chicken coop but never used it.
That’s where I set up production.
PB: In the early days did you use Dope to seal the tissue?
LD: At first I used LePAges glue to seal the tissue and that wasn’t very successful. Then I learned
about dope. A man walked by when I was flying an airplane in the yard and stopped and talked to me.
He worked in a factory and he brought me a quart of dope. Then my dad worked in a store that sold
ten cent bottles of dope and he asked me, what do you use so much dope for. I just liked building
models. Finally I built a Curtiss Robin that looked and flew pretty well and I could fly it 20-30 feet in the
backyard which was a big success at the time.
-At this point it was meal time so unfortunately we had to say our goodbyes.

Here’s Les DeWitt showing his Iconoclast
Wakefield which won NFFS Model of the Year in
1979. This model features V dihedral, swept
wingtips and an assymetrical hub. This very
model collected an impressive array of wins from
1975 to 1979.

Here’s a view of the Iconoclast Wakefield

Below we have the 3 view of Les DeWit’s Whirlaway, the model Carl Goldberg called the best flying gas
job he’d ever seen! Jim O’Reilly has plans available at www.jimoreillymodelplans.com

WHAM/SAM 56 Dinner meeting will be held Saturday, January 11 at The Mediterranean, Grill 335
S. Towne East Mall Dr., Wichita, KS 67207 (316) 651-5599. Social Hour @ 6pm, Dinner at 6:30pm.
Club Events: 1/2a Texaco, Jimmy Allen, FAC Moth, C/HLG, or as arranged.
Contacting WHAM/SAM 56: Email or mail Jeff Englert, 10118 Sterling Ct., Wichita, KS 67208
jenglert@cox.net Send Dues dues or other payments to Phil Burress, 4757 N. Steeds Crossing St.,
Park City, KS 69219
Club Officers are President: Chuck Powell 316-655-3154; Vice President and Safety Coordinator: Bill
Schmidt 316-744-0378; Secretary: Jeff Englert 316-722-7491; Treasurer: Phil Burress 316-210-0707
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