Great Grape Gathering 2014 – Report
by
Roy E. Smith
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Some of the Liquid Prizes

The Glittering Hardware

The 2014 edition of the Great Grape Gathering was
held at Geneseo, NY, Sept 12-14. The weather was
less than optimal for free flight – Friday started out
cold, windy and with showers but around 2:00 pm the
sun came out, the wind died, and plenty of good
flying was experienced after that. Evidence of the
calm can be seen in the results – Bob Clemens won
the FAC No-Cal Scale with a score of 21 minutes and
42 seconds – 20 minutes and 15 seconds of which
came from his first flight. Imagine a flight of over 20
minutes with an airplane the size of a No-Cal, and
keeping it in sight the whole time.
It was a great pleasure to welcome a significant
number of first-time GGG’ers to the contest this year
– and some of these new (to us) fliers provided some
very challenging flying. Our catchment area was
wide – people came not only from Ontario and NY,
but also from NJ, PA, DE, WV, MA, MI, OH, and
FL, this is very gratifying. Overall the attendance
was good this year (41 fliers), and I think that, if the
forecast hadn’t been so dismal, we would probably
have had more. At least two of our ‘regulars’ weren’t
present because of conflicts – which we will try to
avoid in the future. Negotiations are already

underway to attempt to alleviate the calendar
problem. This bodes well for the future of the GGG,
which many people seem to enjoy even when the
weather doesn’t co-operate.
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Lynn Miller winds his P30 while Sorjo and Arya Ranta
look on – the soggy conditions are evident

A memorable moment for me was when Brad Bane
came to the table to record Ruth Ann’s time for her
first flight in the 020 Replica/¼A Nostalgia event.
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With a worried look he asked “How does a guy
record a time like this for his wife?” and showed us
the watch, which displayed 1 minute 59.87 seconds –
0.13 seconds short of the max! Under AMA and
NFFS rules this must be recorded as 119 seconds.
Despite missing this max by such a tiny margin Ruth
Ann went on to score two maxes and win the event.
The informal fish fry was held on Friday evening and
36 of our numbers turned up for that. The restaurant
created something of a glitch for us – the numbers
were called in at 2:00 that afternoon but, when we
arrived, there was only seating for about 2/3 of us.
After a significant wait, and some rushing around by
the restaurant staff, the rest were seated. A good time
ensued, with plenty of camaraderie and the usual
‘fishy stories’ being told of ancient exploits – for
which there are very few of the original witnesses left
to provide any repudiation.
Saturday morning provided more cold, wind, and
rain, as forecast, and very little flying could be done.
Some brave souls did venture forth, however, and
recorded scores in a few of the events. By mid
afternoon the rain had stopped but the wind became
serious, to the point that one of the struts supporting
the windward extension of our headquarters shelter
was broken and several folks had to hang on to the
corners of the structure to prevent it from being
blown away altogether. (Note to self: Next year
bring support poles and guy ropes for the shelter
extensions!) It was decided that the time had come to
call cancellation for the day – everyone agreed that
the weather was not likely to get better.
Of course, once we had packed up headquarters, and
completed necessary arrangements for the barbecue
in the evening, the weather calmed and became quite
flyable. It was too late, however, many people had
left the field, so the decision had to stand. It had been
determined that anyone who had flown on Saturday
would retain their placings and that the events would
carry over to Sunday – with fliers competing for the
remaining places. This made for a very full schedule
for Sunday so we decided to start one hour earlier
than advertised in order to give people time to fly at
least most of the events that they wanted to.
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The Picture Says It All

For some years now, Heather Mollendorf has
organised our Saturday evening barbecue, in the
museum facilities at the field. Heather does a
remarkable job of this and makes the event
memorable with her ‘designer’ touches to the whole
affair. On the Thursday evening before the start of
the contest, however, I got a phone call from a very
distraught Heather. Her mother has been in failing
health for some time now and Heather had been at the
family home, in Canada, helping to sort out long-term
care for her mother. She had just arrived home (in
Buffalo), ready to finish off the barbecue
arrangements and get some much-needed quality time
with friends at the GGG, when she received a call to
say that things back in Canada had taken a turn for
the worse and she was needed back there. Despite all
of this her next thought was what were we going to
do about the barbecue and so she called me. I urged
that she must just go back to Huntsville – we would
manage. She nevertheless finished preparing the
cutlery in her typical stylish manner, and the
announcement for the headquarters table, and
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tablecloths, etc., and these were picked up by Ruth
Ann and Brad Bane to bring to us. She also called
the caterers before leaving, to confirm the order for
food. What a great lady!

should just set up in the middle of the field and let
flights go in whatever direction the wind determined.
That proved to be the right decision – the drift
changed continuously all day but was never very
strong.

The barbecue was well attended – about 45 people –
and the evening was a great success, despite our
sadness that Joe and Heather couldn’t be with us to
enjoy the fruits of her labours. The museum staff had
been concerned that the hangar, where we usually
hold this event, would be too cold for comfort this
year, so they prepared the space in the Swanson Hall
display area for us, which is heated. My thanks to
Ruth Ann Bane and Pat Barlow who stepped into the
breach and kept the event on track. There were door
prizes won by three lucky attendees – Ladi Horak,
Jim Smith, and Ted Allebone. The winning tickets
were pulled from the ‘hat’ by Pat Barlow, Ruth Ann
Bane, and me. The prizes were coffee mugs
emblazoned with the masthead of the GGG, similar to
that seen on the plaques handed out to winners at the
contest. When we first mooted the idea of door
prizes we thought of making it a ‘Ladies Only’ event.
On sober second thought, however, we decided that
many of our contestants do not have female
companions with them and thus it would be unfair for
them to be contributing to the funding pool without
any chance of winning the prize. As chance would
have it – all of the winners were men.

Photo: Bob Clemens

Jim DeTar, Dave Pishnery, Vic Nippert, Mike Welshans
and Mark Rzadca prepare to fly Combined Race
Planes.

Sunday brought us sunny skies and calm conditions
for the whole day – somewhat cool, but a very
pleasant improvement over the first two days.
Deciding upon a spot to set up and fly from was our
first dilemma but we eventually decided that, as the
forecast was ‘light and variable’ winds all day, we
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Winners of the Ladies Cloud Tramp Event
L to R – 1st Heather Grigg, 2nd Mary Ann Hunt, 3rd
Patti Smith

A very busy day of flying ensued, to everyone’s great
delight. The absence of drift and presence of good
‘air’ was attested to by Bob Hammett’s performance
in Mulvihill/Unlimited Rubber. We set the three
qualifying flights at 2 minutes each, with the flyoffs
increasing in 1 minute intervals. Bob made the first
three, then the 3 minute, then the 4 minute, then the 5
minute, and capped off with a 4 minute 37 second
flight. All of these within our (usually) 2-minute
field, flying from the middle!
A unique feature of this year’s GGG was a silent
auction for some items that Les Sayer needed to
remove from his inventory. Frequent participants in
the GGG will know that Les and Jean Sayer were a
much-loved fixture at the GGG for many years.
Recently, however, declining health and anxiety
about the effectiveness of travel insurance in the USA
has forced them to forgo the great pleasure that they
used to take in this contest. Now the time is drawing
near when they have to consider downsizing their
living accommodations so, much of Les’s modelling
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equipment must go. The current lack of a flying field
in Ontario also means that Les’s flying is restricted to
sport flying at a local sod farm. As a result of this
Les donated a lot of his equipment to the GGG – to
be sold by us at silent auction and the proceeds to go
to support the GGG. Les had sold some items prior
to this and he donated $70 from those proceeds to the
GGG as well.

light of Richard’s recent foot injury, which restricted
his flying activity, but didn’t prevent him from
entering two events and winning them both.
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Richard Barlow awaits scores at the Headquarters
Table.
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Jim Smith’s beautiful Mills 0.4 powered Standard J-1
Biplane in flight. We don’t have an event for this but it
certainly is pretty.

Our raffle was well-subscribed, we had many
desirable contributions and a lot of people left with
sought-after additions to their workshop stock. This
added significantly to the intake of funds so we will
be able to make our usual donation to the museum in
recognition of their generosity and hospitality
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of
the people who had a hand in making this year’s
GGG a success because, despite the less-than-ideal
weather, I believe that it was a success. Firstly I
would like to thank my wife and BFF, Sally, who did
stalwart work at the headquarters table as well as
timing my (not very numerous) flights.
At the table for nearly the whole weekend were Pat
and Richard Barlow, thank you so much for your
efforts – without you the load on others would have
been much greater. This is particularly appreciated in

Many others also helped out at the table, including
Heather Grigg and Brad and Ruth Ann Bane. Jim
DeTar and Mark Rzadca put in many hours before
and during the contest, organizing the FAC events,
with Jim acting as CD for that section. Jim
Moseley’s invaluable service as the FF (non-FAC)
Event Director is much appreciated, as is Lyle
Whitford’s help in acting as the official CD for AMA
purposes. I would be very remiss if I didn’t mention
the invaluable help from Jerry Litschi and Al Timko
in the setting up, taking down, moving headquarters,
etc. Jerry is a staunch supporter of the GGG and
promotes it on his website each year.
I would also like to thank our sponsors – both private
and corporate – without you we would not be able to
provide the essence of grape and other prizes that set
the GGG apart from other contests.
Sadly, no-one flew NFFS One-Design this year. A
couple of fliers of this event were absent and time
pressures prevented others from entering. That is a
shame because BMJR Models provided prizes of a
Fortastrop kit for 1st and 50% off and 25% off
vouchers for 2nd and 3rd.

Page 4 of 13

The Texas Timers Challenge was new this year – a
$100 cash prize for the highest aggregate score in a
single event, using a Texas Timer. In previous years
Hank Nystrom (Texas Timers) has provided us with
prizes of merchandise. I’m very happy to report that
this prize went to me! This came about entirely due
to my BFF. I had put in three maxes in the A
Nostalgia event and was ready to put the Dixielander
550 away and start another event when Sally said
“Don’t put that away, someone else is flying this
event, you should put in at least one more flight.” I
was reluctant, because of the other events that I
wanted to fly, but I did so anyway (always listen to
‘she who must be obeyed’). As it turned out, no-one
else who maxed out in any of the other events added
the fly-off flight, probably because of time pressures,
so I had the highest score in a single event, using a
Texas Timer. I am sure that in future years, if this
prize continues, and if we get three full days of
flying, the competition for it will be more intense.
The hardware was distributed a little more equitably
this year – 3 Americans and 2 Canadians – as
opposed to the American sweep of last year.
Dominic Algieri of NJ won the Don Reid Trophy
(Highest Gollywock). The Jim Anderson Trophy
(Highest Rubber) went to Bob Hammett of Brantford,
Ontario. The Jack McGillivray Award (High
Points FAC) went to Jim DeTar of NY for the second
year in a row. Brad Bane of NY won The Bob

Bob Hammett
Jim Anderson Trophy

Jim DeTar
Jack McGillivray Award

Gordon Trophy (Highest Power), also for the
second year running, and this year marks the first
time that the MAAC Can-Am Free Flight Trophy
has been awarded. We are indebted to Richard
Barlow for arranging for the provision of this trophy
by MAAC, which goes to the Grand Champion –
selected by a points scheme from events flown at
both the Empire State FF Championships and the
GGG. To win this trophy the contestant must record
flights at both contests and in at least two of the three
free-flight categories – glider, rubber, and power.
Richard also provided a commemorative emblazoned
mug for the winner to keep. The first winner of this
annual Trophy was Jim Moseley of Ontario – hotly
chased by Paul Nelson of Massachusetts. Jim was
ahead by three points at the end of the ESFFC and
Paul closed the gap to two points during the GGG.
Plans are already afoot to do this all again next year.
The dates are not yet firm but will most likely be
either September 11-13 or 18-20, depending upon
potential conflicts with others. We hope that we will
see you all again then. If there is anyone else that
you think would enjoy this contest, please let them
know about it, and/or give me their email or snailmail addresses so that I can send out the info to them.
Thermals
Roy E. Smith

Jim Moseley
MAAC Can-Am Free Flight Trophy

A Tabulation of the Results Follows
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Brad Bane
Bob Gordon Trophy

Results
1/2A Nostalgia Gas
Brad Bane
308
John Lindberg
295
Don Myers
139
.020 Replica/1/4A Nostalgia
Ruth Ann Bane
359
Paul Nelson
306
Arnold Waldner
245
P-30
Tom Juell
David Acton
Paul Nelson
Lynn Miller
Jim DeTar
Jim Moseley
Dominic Algieri
Ted Allebone
Lyle Whitford

332
326
290
247
246
212
189
178
105

Cloud Tramp
Richard Barlow
Bob Clemens
Vic Nippert
Jim Moseley
Bob Morris
Eric Grigg
David Acton
Bob Langelius

292
212
191
159
147
144
138
69

Senator
Richard Barlow
David Acton

327
264

FAC No-Cal Scale
Bob Clemens
1302
Vic Nippert
462
John Houck
250
Mark Houck
202
Alan Mkitarian
201
Mike Welshans
187

FAC Embryo Endurance
Jim DeTar
369
Vic Nippert
278
Mark Houck
265
Ted Allebone
265
Dave Pishnery
259
John Houck
237
Alan Mkitarian
206
Mark Rzadca
205
Mike Welshans
103
Bob Morris
91
Dominic Algieri
62
FAC Dime Scale
Jim DeTar
Mike Welshans
John Houck
Vic Nippert
Mark Rzadca
Mark Houck

216
152
140
129
54
37

FAC WWII Mass Launch
Jim DeTar
1st
Mark Houck
2nd
John Houck
3rd
B/C Nostalgia Gas
Brad Bane
360
Diesel Duration
Ted Allebone
Jim Moseley

284
198

Vic Smeed Design
No entries

Richard Barlow
Vince Sadwick

74
63

Jr HL Glider
No entries
36” Bungee Launched Glider
Dave Pishnery
300
Jim Moseley
233
Vic Nippert
173
Jim Smith
90
Bob Clemens
43
Garry Hunter
26
1/2A Classic Gas
Jean Pailet*
Arnold Waldner*
Brad Bane
Roy Smith
Don Myers
John Lindberg

340
58
360
294
269
197

* - Flew Saturday
NFFS One-Design
No entries
E36 Electric
Paul Nelson

198

Nostalgia Rubber
Dave Pishnery*
164
Al Timko*
88
Bob Clemens
311
* - Flew Saturday

HL/CL Glider Combined
Lyle Whitford
151
Bob Morris
114
Jim Smith
101
Lynn Miller
90
Don Myers
86
Jim Moseley
79
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SAM Small Stick
Alan Mkitarian*
Bob Langelius
Al Timko
Dave Pishnery
Dominic Algieri

92
325
277
240
74

FAC Modern Civil
No entries

No entries
SAM Large Stick
Al Timko

211

Ladies Cloud Tramp Mass
Launch
Heather Grigg
1st
Mary Ann Hunt
2nd
Patti Smith
3rd
FAC OT Gas Replica
Mark Rzadca
6
Vic Nippert
8
Sam Burke
25
Ted Allebone
61
Al Timko
76
FAC Golden Age
Jim DeTar
Ted Allebone
Vic Nippert
Mike Welshans
FAC 2 Bit Plus 1
Jim DeTar
Dave Pishnery
Ted Allebone
Bob Morris
Dominic Algieri
David Acton
Sam Burke
Bob Clemens
Alan Mkitarian

322
264
234
134

A Nostalgia Gas
Roy Smith
Jim Smith

480
50

AMA A/B/C Gas
Brad Bane

360

A/B/C Ignition
Paul Nelson

162

Unlimited Towline Glider
No entries
SAM Small Fuselage
Paul Nelson
466
Mark Rzadca
360
Ted Allebone
333
Dominic Algieri
241
Garry Hunter
126
SAM Large Fuselage
Paul Nelson
321

322
270
266
261
224
182
181
173
98

FAC Combined Race Planes
Vic Nippert
1st
Jim DeTar
2nd
Mike Welshans
3rd
FAC Earl Stahl Special Event
Jim DeTar
315
Vic Nippert
212
Sam Burke
190
Mark Rzadca
98

SAM Commercial Rubber
Jim Moseley
540
Mark Rzadca
538
Ted Allebone
485
Al Timko
300
Bob Morris
230
Mulvihill/Unlimited Rubber
Bob Hammett
1357
Don Rousseau
540
Jim Moseley
341
FAC Rubber Scale
Jim DeTar
126.0
Mark Rzadca
120.5
Ted Allebone
108.0
Mike Welshans
100.5
FAC Simplified Scale
No entries

1/2A Texaco
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FAC WWI Mass Launch
No entries
FAC Half Wakefield
Ed Smith
332
Mike Welshans
294
Ted Allebone
291
Dave Pishnery
237
Sam Burke
193
Jim DeTar
59
Mark Rzadca
33
Jim Anderson Memorial
Trophy
Bob Hammett
1357
Jim Moseley
1093
Paul Nelson
1077
Ted Allebone
993
Mark Rzadca
898
Al Timko
665
David Acton
590
Dominic Algieri
504
Tom Juell
332
Richard Barlow
327
Bob Langelius
325
Bob Clemens
311
Lynn Miller
247
Jim DeTar
246
Bob Morris
230
Garry Hunter
126
Lyle Whitford
105
Alan Mkitarian
92
Bob Gordon Memorial Trophy
Brad Bane
1388
Roy Smith
774
John Lindberg
492
Paul Nelson
468
Don Myers
408
Ruth Ann Bane
359
Jean Pailet
340
Arnold Waldner
303
Ted Allebone
284

Jim Moseley
Jim Smith

198
50

Al Timko

Jack McGillivray Achievement
Award
Jim DeTar
Vic Nippert
Ted Allebone
Mike Welshans
Mark Rzadca
John Houck
Mark Houck
Dave Pishnery
Sam Burke
Bob Clemens
Ed Smith
Bob Morris
Dominic Algieri
Alan Mkitarian

32
22
15
11
10
7
7
7
6
5
5
2
1
1

1

Don Reid Memorial Trophy
Dominic Algieri
Texas Timers Challenge ($100
Cash Prize)
Roy Smith
480
Brad Bane
360
Ruth Ann Bane
359
Jean Pailet
340
Paul Nelson
306
John Lindberg
295
Ted Allebone
284
Don Myers
269
Arnold Waldner
245
Jim Moseley
198
Jim Smith
50

NWM Grand Champion – The
MAAC Can-Am Free Flight
Trophy
Jim Moseley(13)
30
Paul Nelson(12)
28
Dave Pishnery(7)
17
Vic Nippert(5)
16
Roy Smith(9)
13-D
Lyle Whitford(4)
11
Bob Clemens(6)
11
Brad Bane(5)
10-D
Lynn Miller(4)
6
Ruth Ann Bane(2)
6-D
Jim DeTar(2)
5-D
Garry Hunter(2)
2
D – disqualified for not flying in
more than one category.
(*) – Number of events flown.

The scoring system for the MAAC Can-Am Trophy seems to have worked well. We hoped that it would reward (and
encourage) the flying of more events and it can be seen that there is a clear relationship between the number of events
flown and the points earned. There are some examples of high points with fewer events flown and these clearly reflect
the achievement of high placings in events with more fliers – something that also deserves to be rewarded. We cap the
maximum points earned per event at 5 in the hope that this will encourage people to fly the less-subscribed events rather
than just add numbers to those already well-subscribed. I hope that the introduction of this trophy will promote more
activity on the flying field as people compete for it – and don’t forget, you have to be at both contests to qualify, and fly
often.
A Collage of Photos from the event follows:-
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Garry Hunter prepares his glider while Margo and Lucy help.

Ruth Ann Bane retrieves her winning 020 Replica
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Bonnie Myers and Patti Smith love the golf cart!

Don Myers prepares his Dixielander

Photo: Patti Smith

Don’s ‘Dixie’ in flight

Photo: Patti Smith

Don and Jim enjoy their ‘winnings’ during the barbecue
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Photo: Jerry Litschi

Eric and Heather Grigg prepare his Embryo for flight
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It was a great joy to see John Carls flying again

Photo: Bob Clemens

Two great shots of Mark Rzadca with his Miss Canada
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Al Timko is ready to Fly

Photo: Jerry Litschi

And Dominic Algieri Also!

Photo: Jerry Litschi
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Bob Langelius and his very snappy Cloud Tramp
I wonder what the US Army used these for!

Dave Pishnery and Robin McNaught
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Jim Smith exhibits great launch technique

Photo: Al Timko?

The indomitable and ever-helpful Jerry Litschi

Photo: Jerry Litschi

Lyle Whitford contemplates Brad Bane’s B Nostalgia Dixielander 650!
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Final Note: Some of you may have witnessed me planting a ‘carbon tree’ in the afternoon of Sunday – when my
“Wanna Bee” (picture below) pulled over into a dive in the power pattern, from a vertical launch, didn’t recover
sufficiently in the seconds after the engine quit, and stuck itself firmly into the ground. The last time I flew this
aeroplane it was in good trim (at the ESFFC in August). I pondered the reason for this mysterious event afterwards, and
some hours later the cause emerged through the mists that enshroud what I optimistically refer to as my brain. This
aeroplane is of my own design (No! That’s not the reason for the mishap!) and I have been trimming it gradually over the
past couple of years. I finally began to be reasonably
successful when I loaded enough lead in the front to get the
CG forward and it became trimmable. Prior to that, if the
power pattern was good the glide had a serious stall and if
the glide was good the power pattern became horizontal after
a few seconds. No amount of fiddling with other things
would compensate for the fact that the CG was in the wrong
place. I hasten to add here that I did go through Bob
Hanford’s process of calculating where the CG should be,
but it seems that the thin under-cambered section on this
wing means that things are a little different on this machine.
I am not a fan of carrying lead into the air (it slows down the
going up and speeds up the coming down, there’s an event
for that, called Payload, but there are no points awarded for
carrying cargo in the open events) so, just after the ESFFC, I brought the model out of the trailer, into the workshop,
intending to shim the motor forward in order to be able to remove the offensive heavy metal. When I started weighing
and measuring, however, I found that the motor would have to be moved well over an inch forward. This would require
major fuselage surgery, not just a small shim, so not something I wanted to tackle with the GGG coming up, so I put the
lead back where it was and postponed the surgery for a future day (during the building season). In the examination of the
model, however, I took note of the fact that I had made another adjustment during the trimming process – I had shimmed
the tailplane (sorry ‘stab’) to give it some tilt, which also gives it a little ‘down’. I had achieved this, however, by adding
small shims on one side of the forward mount. The problem with this was that the tailplane now rested on a very small
area and, over time, this could indent itself into the underside of the leading edge and cause a change of trim. I decided
to create a more permanent shim. I measured the thickness of the temporary shim with a micrometer and then made a
plywood wedge tapered from zero to the measured thickness over the width of the tail mount and glued it in place instead
of the temporary shim. The incidence trim adjustment on that aeroplane is a 2-56 screw, bearing on a hardened steel
plate on the bottom surface of the tailplane. One turn of the screw represents 0.0178”, and ¼ of a turn (0.0045”, the
thickness of human hair) provides a noticeable change in the power pattern. I made a mental note to myself that this
model now needed re-trimming because, no matter how careful I was at measuring, there was no way I could glue a
piece of tapered plywood in place and duplicate the measured dimension within a few thousandths of an inch. When I
took the model out of the trailer at the field, however, all such thoughts had vacated this near-empty head. “This
aeroplane was in trim the last time I flew it,” I said to myself confidently, “I’ll just put it up with a 3-4 second engine run
to make sure it’s still good.” I’m glad to report that, despite this momentary lapse, no-one was hit by the missile and,
because the engine run was mercifully short, and also thanks to the incredible properties of carbon fibre, nothing was
broken except the propeller. My new shim must have been 10-20 thou’ thicker than the temporary one! The ship has a
carbon tube fuselage and a moulded carbon/foam D box LE on the wing. I haven’t been able to detect any damage,
except bruises to my ego. I hope that the OS 25DF will still run as well as usual after this event, it doesn’t quite have the
sound of Brad’s Nelson 21, but it does haul effectively. The moral of this story is that ‘mental notes to myself’ are no
longer good enough (if there was ever a time when they were). Some time ago I put together a ‘trimming book’, with
pages in it for notes on each aeroplane in my stable– the time has come when I have to discipline myself to make the
entries in the book and USE IT, every time, both in the workshop and in the field, whenever I make changes.
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