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Schedule of Flying Events and Meetings           July 2023 
Date Day Location Time Notes 

INDOOR EVENTS     

August 15 Tues Roeland Park, KS 6:00 pm HAFFA Monthly Meeting 

September 19 Tues Roeland Park, KS 6:00 pm HAFFA Monthly Meeting 

October 8 Sat Osawatomie, KS 8:30 – 3:00 1st Day of Indoor Flying 

October 17 Tues Roeland Park, KS 6:00 pm HAFFA Monthly Meeting 

November 5 Sat Osawatomie, KS 8:30 – 3:00 Indoor Flying 

November 21 Tues Roeland Park, KS 6:00 pm HAFFA Monthly Meeting 

December 3 Sat Osawatomie, KS 8:30 – 3:00 Indoor Flying 

December 19 Tues Roeland Park, KS 6:00 pm HAFFA Monthly Meeting 

Outdoor Events     

July 25 Tues Olathe, KS 6:30 pm HAFFA Outdoor Champs Flying 

August 8 Tues Olathe, KS 6:30 pm HAFFA Outdoor Champs Flying 

August 22 Tues Olathe, KS 6:30 pm HAFFA Outdoor Champs Flying 

Sept 2, 3, &4 
Sat – 
Mon Denver, CO All days long MMM Rocky Mt. Championships 

Sept 12 Tues Olathe, KS 6:00 pm Final 2023 Outdoor Champs Flying Day 

Sept 24 Sun Perry. KS 12:00 - ? HAFFA Annual Picnic 

Sept 30 & Oct 1 
Sat & 
Sun Marion, KS 

All Day – Both 
Days HAFFA Annual Out Door Contest 

Flying Sites  
 Indoor      Outdoor  
     Osawatomie City Auditorium       Carmel Farm        Frontier Trail Middle School        
      437 Main St.            2831 Oak St.          143rd St at S. Black Bob Rd. 
      Osawatomie, KS  66047          Perry, KS  66673           Olathe, KS        

AMA Charter # 2357 
SAM Chapter #14 
FAC Squadron 43  

 Website – KCFreeflight.org 

President: Mike Basta 
 913-492-4830 
Vice President: Dana Field 
  913-400-2132 
Treasurer: Jack Vetter  
 913-296-5224 
Secretary: Roie Black
 512-731-5873 
Newsletter Editor: Dana Field 

 913-400-2132 

Website Editor: Jeff Nisley 

                  913-406-1331 

http://www.mysamstore.com/contactform.php
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Editorial – I am back from the dead, well, almost dead. Right after the WHAM contest at the beginning of 

May I managed to get a serious infection in my leg that ultimately resulted in a hospital stay after two weeks of 
antibiotics failed. Compounding the problem was an attack of sciatica that still has me going to physical 
therapy, not a good three months, and I don’t know if I will ever again be able to throw a glider with authority. 
Will do my best as gliders are my favorite flying events. 
Have not done any model building or HAFFA things while I was down, and I have to thank Jeff Renz for taking 
care of the HAFFA Outdoor Champs flying nights. The results and standings are in the outdoor section, but no 
one has taken any pictures, or at least no one has sent me any. My only comment is I wish we had more 
people flying. 
Mike Schmidt has informed us that the meeting room we have been using at his workplace (It is a wonderful 
venue) will not be available until next January or February because there will be renovations and construction 
going on in the building. In the meantime I have reserved the meeting room at the Cedar Roe Library in 
Roeland Park where we have had meetings many times in the past. Only downside is that meetings are limited 
to 2 hours, from 6:00 to 8:00 pm when the library closes. 
And with that: 
 

Indoor – Not much to discuss here. The AMA Indoor Nats have come and gone. Would have loved to go to the dome 
in Ariz. if only to watch. And I believe the Kibbe Dome contest in Moscow, Idaho is also history. We no longer have any 
national competitors from HAFFA. Stan Chilton and Larry Coslick used to kick butt. 
I have listed the tentative first three indoor dates in the calendar above. Hopefully these are accurate, but we will need 
to have Jeff Renz confirm dates with the people in Osawatomie. We will let you know as soon as we have firm dates. 
Also, hopefully we find out soon what events we will be flying soon, and hopefully not too much building will be 
required? Jeff? 

 

Outdoor – I was planning on including the pictures of Jim O’Reilly below, but I had a phone call this morning that Jim 

had passed away last night. A tragic loss for us all! So, sort of a eulogy from my perspective. 
   I have always been a model builder, from age 5 anyway, and I always built some free flight models along the way, but 
control line was my forte. So when I moved to KC 13 years ago, there wasn’t a control line club and I decided to join 
HAFFA, and fly free flight more seriously. The first FF contest I ever saw was the 2010 HAFFA Championship contest at 
Marion, Kansas. I only had a little CLG to fly, built the week before the contest, and poorly trimmed. So, I watched, 
wandered around, and timed for a bunch of people I had read about. Jim was one, and he patiently answered my 
questions. I timed his first Mulvihill flight, a “Gollywock”, and after it had circled for about 15 seconds and caught a 
thermal, a serious one, he said “I forgot to light the fuse”. Of course it flew away, and I lost sight at 3:30 or so. About 90 
minutes or 2 hours later a truck drove up, and the driver hopped out and brought Jim’s “Gollywock” back. It had landed in 
his yard about 4 miles away. So, Jim proceeded to wind it up and put up the two winning flights, I guess the normal thing. 
   A few years later I saw an article and plans in Aero Modeler for a ½ Gollywock, and sent the article and plans to Jim to 
see what he thought of it. He didn’t like it of course. There were changes to the wing tips among other things, and Jim 
drew up plans for a 1/2 1941 Gollywock, exactly to scale of course. He was devoutly faithful to SAM and FAC, and we 
have been flying ½ Gollywock ever since. 
   Last fall HAFFA had its annual contest at Marion the beginning of October as usual. Jim was there, not doing too well, 
and we all privately thought it might be his last contest. On Sunday, Chuck Powell asked me to help Jim wind his twin 
pusher as he was having difficulty but knew exactly how many winds to put on the braided ¼ in rubber motors. Pushers  
are a bear to wind! It was breezy, but not too bad. I seem to recall there were 6 contestants. Well they launched, and 5 out 
of 6 were down in less than 30 seconds. Jim’s on the other hand kept climbing and got sucked up by a thermal. We were 
launching at the north end of the airport, and his pusher headed south. I was timing and watching with binoculars. It went 
OOS past the end of the airport and two wheat fields, and I lost sight of it at 6:36 in a row of trees. I thought that was the 
end of it, but some of his loyal friends located it up in a tree and recovered it almost totally undamaged. I thought what a 
fitting last flight, and it almost was, but: 
   This year Wham decided to rename their spring contest at the beginning of May at Marion the “Jim O’Reilly Invitational”. 
I reserved my room at the Country Inn in Marion and planned to attend. I think WHAM is cursed because the forecast for 
Marion that weekend was blowout conditions for both days, which seems like the normal thing. Everyone was canceling 
going, including me, but on Wednesday before the contest I heard that Jim’s family was planning to bring him to the 
contest on Sunday morning for a special ceremony. So I went, and it was blowout as advertised. I only flew a few gliders 
because any of my small rubber ships would have been smashed or flown to Nebraska. Sunday, as planned, Jim’s family 
arrived with Jim. They planned on helping Jim out on the field to launch his twin pusher, and Chuck Powell had Jim’s 
written instructions on how much rubber (25 g of ¼ inch for each motor), exactly how to braid them, and exactly how many 
winds to put on. It was amazing to see the finished motors, perfect knots and exactly the length from the prop hook to the 
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rear, front in this case, hook. The wind was blowing strongly from the south, and it came over a row of trees which created 
a rolling effect and sucked down anything not up pretty high about 50 to 75 yards out. Well, they launched and I think 
everyone was down in less than 20 seconds except Jim. His pusher climbed over the problem air and headed north in a 
hurry. Again, I lost sight of it with binoculars at about 3:30. Thank goodness for trail bikes! Chuck Powell’s son chased it 
and found it in someone’s yard north of the airport. So, in retrospect, Jim went out a winner as was his usual case! 
 We have lost one of the truly great ones! His plans will hopefully be used for generations! 
 
 
 
 

        
    Chuck Powell, Jim’s daughter, Jim, Jim’s wife, & Bob Hanford        Chuck Powell with Jim and his famous twin pusher 
 
 
 

         
    The contestants      The launch, Jim’s is already out of sight. 
 
 
 
 
HAFFA participated in the “Hope Kids Day” at the New Century Airport, Originally the Olathe Naval Air Station. We also 
participate all summer in “First Saturday Open House” there as well. Besides trying to give out information about HAFFA, 
with the intention of luring people to join our club, unsuccessfully I may add, we have the kids build foam gliders to fly, 
which does go rather well, all depending on the weather. Hopefully, some of the kids eventually become freeflighters. Our 
mainstays at this are Mike Basta, Jeff Renz, Charlie Taylor, Liz Besser, Jack Vetter, and Jeff Nisley. On the next page are 
a couple of pictures from the recent “Hope Kids Day”. 
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      Mike Basta and Charlie Taylor working with some of the kids Charlie and Liz Besser. 

 
 
 
 
One of the dependable attendees at the contests at Marion is master builder Bill Schmidt. He did not 
disappoint this year. Despite the awful conditions, don’t think he put up a flight, he showed up with a couple of 
fabulous models not seen for a long time. Feast your eyes below! 
 
 
 

         
    Bill with the Pacer – a Sal Taibi model with a TD-020 for power in it. The hole in the nose is for priming 
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Up to 1940 Jasco made only gliders. The first rubber kit they made was the “Thermal Traveler”, a beautiful 
bird, which doesn’t exactly fit any modern class, but could be flown in stick. I think Bill said the plan is available 
from AMA Plans Service, and I intend to order one for myself soon. 
 
 
 
 
The past few years Jack Vetter has hosted a picnic in his driveway on the 4th of July, or at least on the day that 
the “4 Towns” get together to pay for fireworks at Bishop Miege High School, which is about 2 blocks from his 
house. So this year it was on July 3rd. I think Jeff Renz was the chef, or chief hamburger/hotdog cooker, and 
from the reports I believe a good time was had by all. Next page has a few pictures from his past July3rd fest, 
then the plan of the month, and to wind it up the June and July results and standing from the HAFFA Club 
Champs flying. 
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          Jack, Liz Besser, & Charlie Taylor chatting and eating         Paul Morganroth and Jeff Nisley in the foreground 
                Suman Sarapalli and Peggy Renz in the background 
 
 
 

                     
             One of Jack’s many micro cars           Jack with his new “Blue Ridge Special” 
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Jack’s garage, 4 cars visible. I think he has said he can get something like 9 cars into his 2 single car garage openings. 
           

Plans – The plan this month is the 1927 Baby ROG. Jeff Renz’s buddy back in Seattle drew this up, has 

built the plane pictured below, and had the Boeing MAC flying this as a club event. They get 1 to 2 minutes on 
a single loop of rubber. There are 4 pages, 2 the plans (wouldn’t fit on 1) and 2 detailed building instructions. I 
know Jeff is thinking about this one for our contest, but I would like to see at least one built before committing 
to it. We shall see what comes. Weird format, I think it said 64% of full size. So you need to blow it to 100%. 
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