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Chairman’s Corner – Mark Chomyn
Wish that the news for June was better. The welcome rain we got earlier this year has cau
native growth (weeds) on our flying field in Perris. As a result, our monthly outdoor contest
hope) hold. If you were a contestant at the April outdoor contest, you’re probably aware of
Field. The chase and retrievals for April’s P-30 memorial contest had me looking for aspirin
winding stooge. So, what’s the bottom line? We hope that the farmer who plants the field d
some discing, harvesting or mowing. Or, as in the past the clubs that share the field each c
the weed removal done.

Looking at the field situation, a pessimistic flyer might say
that all is lost. However, an optimistic flyer might look at
the situation a bit differently. Okay, I can’t fly for a while,
but I sure can build. The brief hiatus in our outdoor flying
schedule provides an opportunity to get that new ship
you’ve wanted to build ready for the second half of the
2024 flying season. I’ve chosen the path of optimism and
have dived into a new project. At the April contest I was
fortunate to have Greg Hutchison offer me one of John
Hutchison’s unfinished planes, a Jimmie Allen Blue Bird.
The plane was in a large cardboard box and the
framework in the box was typical of John’s craftsmanship,
it was beautiful. There was some hangar rash (broken
wing ribs etc.) that needed attention but nothing that
wasn’t repairable. The biggest repair item was the
stabilizer. It was built in one piece but the layout on the
plan showed it as having a round main spar that needed to
pass through a tube that ran through the fuselage. This
setup allows the stab to pivot up or down for trimming purposes and for allowing the stab to
dethermalizer. I tried to salvage the stab by cutting the main spar in half, sliding it through
reconnecting it by using an additional piece of tubing but my efforts were not successful. W
attempt the two stab sections were misaligned. So now I’m in the process of rebuilding the
halves, pass the main spar through the fuselage and slide the stab halves onto the spar as
edges of the stab halves are aligned. The fuselage and rudder of the plane will be blue, an
yellow. I’ve seen this color scheme in photos, and it really fits the design of the plane. I onl
as well as John would have had he completed the project. This project has me so motivate
I’ve (once again) put the 54-inch span Comet Taylorcraft on hold to make way for the Blue
left to finish the Taylorcraft and we’ll get her done.

Though our flying activities are on hold at Perris there are still opportunities to fly in other e
coming up in July. The 2024 Indoor Free Flight Nationals at the Kibbie Dome in Moscow, I
For those of you who do go and compete I wish you the best of luck. I won’t be attending b
of the event in the NFFS Free Flight Digest. And for those of you who like a good road trip,
flight activities at the AMA Outdoor Nationals in Muncie, Indiana from July 22 to July 26. Ag
event photos in the NFFS digest.

Was thumbing through The April – May 2024 edition of Sam Speaks when I came upon a v
Correll’s Winged Victory on page 12. The original designer of the plane was Albert J. (Joe)
He was a San Diego free flight flyer! If you’re a fan of classic old timers you really will love
craftsmanship of Mr. Correll’s build. Yeah, I know, you’re saying “but it’s a gas model”. We
Winged Victory plan and scaled it down to a span of 23 or 30 inches and built it as light as
for a really great looking rubber power flyer. And based on Mr. Weather’s achievements in
performer as well. Send us photos for the El Torbellino should you decide to tackle the pro
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Father’s Day is June 16. I know I’ve mentioned this before, but it doesn’t hurt to drop a subliminal message or two to
the home front about how nice it would be if the day’s gifts were centered around your favorite hobby. Those who don’t
ask don’t get.

Let’s hope the next time we meet it will be at Perris for a monthly contest. Until then stay happy, healthy and busy at
the building board.
Mark

“But it (the Winged Victory) was designed in the late 1930’s, and, if you can believe this, as Weather’s answer to
shrinking free flight sites! Were he around now what would he say?”

From Bob Galler’s article on the Weather’s Winged Victory, Sam Speaks, April- May 2024

Perris Flying Field - Picture taken in mid-May - Photo by M.Jester
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Electronic Timer and Micro-Servo DT
By Mike Jester

Just like many of you have experienced, my viscous timer dethermalizers (DTs) often run too
quickly, costing me a max, or too long, resulting in a long retrieval. My TOMY timer DT is more accurate
but on the heavy side. Plus, I have never been able to repurpose the timer mechanism from a TOMY toy. I
found it too difficult to add the required dithering arms. I bought my lone Zephyr brand TOMY timer from
Jim Springer many years ago, but we all seem to have lost contact with Jim. I have tried band burner
dethermalizers (BBTs), and they are accurate, but replacing the dental band can be a pain. Also, if the model
came down early in dry grass, could that Nichrome wire start a brush fire even though it glows red hot for
only a tiny amount of time? I have had good luck with the RDT system I installed on my Korda Victory.
However, you have to have a transmitter with you, and if your RDT fails for any reason, you may be saying
goodbye to your model. Just ask Clint Brooks about this.

I was recently introduced to a different DT system by Greg Hutchison. It uses a simple electronic
timer that activates a micro-servo that releases the DT line. The entire weight of the components, including
the LiPo battery, is only 3.3 grams. This is more than the 1-2-gram weight of a viscous timer, but you can
say goodbye to accuracy problems. You can purchase these components by going to the website at
www.microflierradio.com. Excellent written instructions are provided by the proprietor, Nick Leichty. I had
a question about the system and Nick was happy to help me over the phone. It turns out I had a male and
female connector pair mis-oriented so they wouldn’t connect. It sure looked like I had the contacts oriented
the proper way, so I didn’t even try the other way before bugging Nick. Duh! The small timer circuit has a
knob that can be turned with a tiny flat head screwdriver to set the desired time. This takes some trial runs to
get the time you want. I set mine for 124 seconds. That gives me about 4 seconds to launch. I also bought a
charger from Nick for re-charging the tiny 10ma LiPo battery. The charger uses four AA batteries. Small
LiPo batteries need very precise power for re-charging.

Electronic Timer, Micro-Servo DT, and LiPo Battery from Micro Flier Radio

http://www.microflierradio.com/


I have produced a series of videos that I posted on YouTube that describe how to construct my Three
Nite P-30 from the Volare Products short kit. I had to build another one of these P-30 models to generate the
videos. Part 9 of my video series shows how I installed the electronic timer, micro-servo, and battery on this
P-30. You can view it here:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jjOewCR5u1c

Electronic Timer and Micro-Servo DT Components Installed on P-30 Fuselage

To avoid the robust force of the rubber band that holds down the TE of the stab from pulling hard on
the gear train of the micro-servo, I used the conventional mouse trap configuration. A small coil spring
ensures that a loop of Spider line will come off the lever arm of the micro-servo when it momentarily rotates
rearwardly around 30 degrees. This frees the forward end of the mouse trap, allowing it to pivot under the
force of the rubber band, thus releasing the DT line and allowing it to extend rearwardly. In the picture above
you can see a tiny clear teardrop-shaped Mylar plastic canopy positioned over the top of the circuit board and
battery. My intent of adding this feature is to reduce aerodynamic drag. Now what do I do with that floppy
wire leading to the servo?

All the different DT systems suitable for our free fight model have advantages and disadvantages.
Certainly, the viscous timer is the cheapest since we can’t use fuse DTs in California. But the Badge Classic
viscous timers seem to be out of production. My attempts to use commercial rotary dampers in a DT system
have not been successful so far. It is difficult to find a rotary damper that has the right amount of resistance.
So, I am probably committed to using RDT and timer-servo DT systems in my larger models that I will build
in the future. I will probably still use a viscous timer DT in a small model like an Embryo where a 3+ gram
weight penalty and the external bulkiness of an electronic DT would be unacceptable.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jjOewCR5u1c
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WHAT’S HAPPENING - JUNE 2024

JUNE 23 - Monthly – Canceled due to field conditions.

June 29 - Scale Staffel – Outdoor Contest
Scamps Field in Perris, CA
(See enclosed contest flyer for more details)


