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Chairman’s Corner – Mark Chomyn

We’re now into the second half of 2024 and unfortunately,
we’ve run into an “act of nature” that has us putting our
outdoor contest schedule on hiatus until the field gets a good
mowing. I say, “Act of nature” and not “act of God” because I
don’t believe that the Almighty would ever be this cruel to us
free flight enthusiasts. In the July edition of the SCAMPS
Hanger Rash newsletter Bernie Crowe mentions that he
anticipates that a field mowing by the farmer may occur in the
fall. Let’s hope it happens sooner and not later. Until then, you
brave souls of younger years and stronger underpinnings
(legs) feel free to fly as you like. I’ll wait for a mowing to
happen..

Also in the July Hanger Rash, it was mentioned that Randy
Wrisley is currently in a battle with cancer. Randy and his wife
Linda are familiar faces at Taibi Field and I remember seeing
them at many of the Scale Staffel two-day events. Randy
successfully went through colon cancer treatment only to find
out that the cancer had spread to his spine and other bones. The report on Randy’s condit
was determined to “fight this thing”. I know the entire free flight community is pulling for his
return to the flying field.

At every quarterly meeting of the Orbiteers Board of Trustees there are two topics that app
that continue to remain as being unresolved. Those topics are; 1.) Finding an additional ou
2.) Getting access to an indoor site. Given the lack of accessible open area in the San Die
looked at potential outdoor sites that are not quite two-minute contest size. Sites that migh
power (fun) flying. Our Google-map searches to date found several likely candidates only t
are held by conservation groups with a “no access” mindset due to sensitive resources or l
with a fear of liability. On the indoor flying side, we’ve researched several community cente
that these options are already heavily booked by athletic teams or local clubs and groups l
time for free flight use and if any time can be found it’s costly and by the hour. As I’ve men
input from any of you who might know of, or have a suggestion about, a potential outdoor o

Don’t let our temporary hiatus from flying activities at Taibi Field get you down in the dump
for those of you who are willing to travel. As I write this the 2024 AMA Indoor Nationals are
Kibbie Dome in Moscow, Idaho. Good luck to those flyers who made the trip. For serious o
opportunity to compete in the 2024 AMA Outdoor Nationals, July 22-26 in Muncie, Indiana
Orbiteers that make the trek to Muncie. Safe travels and thermals to you. I’ll look for your p
Flight Digest. There’s another “biggie” in September for the serious flyers. The 54th Annual
Lost Hills CA, September 13-15. This event is an America and National Cup contest.

Not much left to say. I continue to move along slowly with getting the Jimmie Allen Bluebird
up by John Hutchison, ready for its first flight. Still struggling with the stabilizer. Darn that ro
through an aluminum tube in the fuselage. As for the 54-inch span Comet Taylorcraft that i
waiting for a wing. The saga goes on.

Hope you all had a happy 4th of July
Mark

“Always remember if you never break a motor going for maximum winds you are probably
some super rubber in which case call me collect)”.
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Tissue Paste by Deluxe Materials
By Mike Jester

Both the variety and utility of adhesives and coatings have increased significantly during the past few
decades, including those used in the model airplane hobby. About ten years ago John Hutchison patiently
taught me how to cover balsa wood airframes with Esaki tissue. He had me use a 50/50 mixture of Elmer’s
white glue and water to adhere the slick side of the tissue to the balsa wood frames. I have done this for years
and like the fact that you can immerse finished covered parts of old models in a bath of water and remove the
tissue covering for replacement. Of course, you can only do this if the balsa wood frames were assembled
using non-water-soluble glue such as Duco cement thinned with acetone. But mixing the white glue and
water was a hassle, and I invariably spilled some of the mixture. Then I always had too much or too little of
the mixture and had to clean the brush that I used to apply the mixture. Sometimes the mixture was too thick
and sometimes it was too thin. I am not a fan of using glue stick to adhere tissue to balsa wood frames. I like
the fact that UHU brand of glue stick that goes on purple and dries clear. However, inevitably, my glue stick
always seems to be dried out. Moreover, it is risky applying glue stick to delicate balsa wood frames and
stringers as they can break due to the pressure. Tom Hallman (Maxfliart on YouTube) is a master of using
glue stick with rubbing alcohol to adhere and slide tissue on balsa wood frames, but I have not mastered that
technique. Also, if you adhere the tissue to the balsa wood frames with glue stick, cannot easily remove
tissue on an old model that you need to recover. With regard to using nitrate dope to adhere tissue, let us just
say that my wife would not appreciate the smell of that chemical anywhere near the living areas of our home

A couple of years ago I ran across an advertisement for Tissue Paste manufactured by Deluxe
Materials. This is the same UK company that produces Eze Dope, a water-based alternative to nitrate dope. I
have had excellent results with Eze Dope, so I decided to try the Tissue Paste product shown in the picture
below. It far surpassed my expectations, and I will no longer be using a 50/50 mixture of white glue and
water to adhere tissue to balsa wood frames.



The Tissue Paste product from Deluxe Materials comes in a convenient 50 ml bottle with a red cap
that secures nicely in an airtight manner over the tip of a long dispensing spout. It never seems to clog. It is
easy to run a thin bead of the paste from the long spout along the perimeter of a balsa wood frame. The paste
itself has a nice medium viscosity that allows for easy spreading with a fingertip. There is ample drying time
so that the tissue can be coaxed around curved edges and nudged taught to remove wrinkles. Tissue Paste
dries clear. It seems to provide a stronger bond between the tissue and balsa wood compared to the 5/50
mixture of white glue and water that I have used for many years. Although I have not tested this, I am pretty
sure the Tissue Paste is water soluble so you can recover your models covered with this product as they age.
One in-depth article I read said that adhering tissue to balsa wood frames with conventional nitrate dope or
Tissue Paste from Deluxe Materials added about the same amount of weight. This UK product is compatible
with traditional cellulose (nitrate) dope and water-based Eze Dope. You might want to give Tissue Paste
from Deluxe Materials a try. It is available from Amazon. Please note that I have not been given any
inducements by the UK manufacturer for writing and publishing this review in our club’s newsletter.

Tissue Adhered with Tissue Paste from Deluxe Materials - Three Nite P-30

Mike Jester and hir Three Nite P-30, taken at Washoe Valley, Nevada on June 28, 2024



PYKELNY’S SPECIAL GLIDER EVENT - S.Buddenbohm
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